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MORE SUBSCRIBERS NEEDED 
PLEASE READ 


Plans have been made to publish The American Geneal- 
ogist, Volume 34, through 1958. Thereafter, unless 
this year there is a decided upsurge of subscriptions, 
publication will cease. There are only two other pos- 
sible alternatives: 

(a) The price could be increased. That is risky, 
because it might mean the loss of a few subscribers who 
do not feel like paying more, and the loss of only a 
few would offset the benefit of a moderately higher 
price. 

(b) Some organization, individual or group might 
offer a subvention, say from $500 to $1,000 a year, to 
keep the magazine going. There has been no such offer 
or hint of such a possibility, and it is not expected. 


Except for lithoprinting, a cheaper process than 
letterpress work, we should have had to cease publica- 
tion in 1947. Since then, with paper and labor costs 
rising, the cost of printing the magazine has gradually 
been going up. ‘There have been two increases in pos- 
tage and a third is threatened. Even the manila envel- 
opes in which the magazines are mailed cost more. Re- 
newal notices cost more. 

Few people realize the immense amount of time and 
labor which are required to prepare each issue for pub- 
lication and to attend to the circulation and other 
business details. Since 1947 I have typed the master 
copy for each issue personally. Such typing is slow, 
as both accuracy and evenness of touch are desired. 
Lists of children and some other matter are typed on a 
portable machine, equipped with smaller type [elite], 
and that means switching from the large machine and 
back again, resetting the sheet each time. The typing 
has to be verified, preferably before the sheet is re- 
moved. ‘Type errors or changes require painting out 
letters or words, drying, and retyping the revised mat- 
ter in the proper place. On the average it takes over 
an hour to prepare one page. Four issues a year amount 
to 256 pages. The printed covers (list of contents, 
etc.) also have to be prepared and typed, not to mention 
the running heads and page numbers at the tops of pages. 


2 THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


For many years I have done the indexing personally. 
It takes several hours to index all the personal names 
in each issue on slips and then arrange the slips al- 
phabetically. When this has been completed for all 
four issues, the master copy of the index has to be 
typed and usually comes to about 30 double-columned 
pages, long pages which are reduced in size in the 
printing process. The magnitude of the indexing job 
alone will be better appreciated if figures are given 
for the 1956 index; it contains over 36000 names and 
about 4500 individual page references—when names are 
duplicated on different pages, these have to be com- 
bined. 

So long as I was handling a large amount of research 
and compilation for private clients, I employed a typ- 
ist, for many years full time, in recent years part 
time. The typist typed the master copy for the index, 
and the envelopes five times a year for the magazine 
issues and the renewal notices. She also handled some 
of the circulation details, entering payments on a cash 
sheet, posting them on the subscription cards, and mak- 
ing up deposit tickets. Now that I am older and hand- 
ling less outside work, I no longer have sufficient 
work for steady employment of a typist even on a part- 
time basis, and revenue from the magazine is insuffi- 
cient to warrant such employment at present high wage 
levels. In 1957 for the first time I typed the maga- 
zine envelopes (roughly, 1200 for the magazines plus 
300 for renewal notices), stamped them all with a rub- 
ber stamp for return address, and affixed postage to 
the 1200 magazine envelopes. I have also handled all 
the circulation details, which includes answering the 
many letters received from subscribers, contributors, 
and inquirers. 


Although the above only "hits the high spots," it 
will convey some idea of the vast amount of time and 
labor involved in the editing and publication of even 
a small specialty magazine. If the subscription list 
were high enough, I could employ a typist at busy sea- 
sons to relieve me at least of some of the drudgery in- 
volved. Can I be blamed if I am weary of working so 
hard for small and constantly diminishing returns? 

Many people consult The American Genealogist in li- 
braries. I know this, because many non-subscribers 
write me about articles that have appeared. Why should 
they spend money subscribing, when often an issue con- 
tains nothing of personal interest? When it does, they 
can read the article in a library and, if sufficiently 
interested, or if too long to copy, they can buy the 
Single issue containing that specific article. 

In 1957 the magazine had just about 100 library sub- 
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scribers and 20U personal subscribers. The libraries 
constitute a dependable backlog because they almost al- 
ways renew. But the income from the library subscrib- 
ers alone falls several hundred dollars short of paying 
the actual costs of producing the magazine, even if the 
value of my personal time and work be rated at zero. In 
short, the magazine could never have been kept going 
from 1932 to the present, without the personal subscrib- 
ers, and there would be no copies in libraries for non- 
subscribers to consult. 

With the higher costs today, we need more paid sub- 
scriptions—a lot more. Over the years I have donated 
an untold amount of time and labor to the magazine, 
over and above such small income as I[ have been able to 
squeeze out of it in a few years. After this year I 
shall decline to do so unless the recompense is—I will 
not say “adequate"—but considerably above what it was 
in 1957. 

Kach year some subscribers are lost, through death, 
change of interest, or other unknown factors. Hence it 
takes quite a few new subscribers merely to make good 
the defections. We have to keep running even to stand 
still. To replace non-renewals, to pay the higher cost, 
and to make me feel it is worth my while to continue my 
work in this field, I estimate that at the very least 
there will have to be 75 new subscriptions this year. 

I would prefer 100, but will settle for 75. That means 
that every present subscriber will have to try to pro- 
duce one new one, and nearly one out of two will have 
to succeed. I have no way to go out and sandbag 75 to 
100 prospective subscribers. 

In these days of "mass culture," the inferior is 
prone to push the superior out of existence. We have 
seen this in many fields; in the newspaper publishing 
business, for instance, we have seen the Boston Tran- 
script fold up, not to mention the New York Sun and 
other papers. The scholastic fields today, for worth- 
while accomplishment, are often dependent, as in arche- 
ology, on grants from wealthy individuals or founda- 
tions. We have tried to set and maintain high scholar- 
ly standards for The Americ&én Genealogist. Although in 
the past we have cherished our independence, under mod- 
ern conditions we would be willing to accept a subven- 
tion, if any of our subscribers and well-wishers have 
the necessary connections and influence. 


We are sorry to use up so much space which we would 
prefer to devote, as usual, to genealovical data, but 
we do think the subscribers shoula understand the situ- 
ation. Forgive us for singing what may be our "swan 
song" in so protracted a style. Even so, we have some- 
thing more to add. It is realized that we may have 
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fallen short in giving some subscribers what they may 
feel entitled to in a genealogical journal, although 
wants are so varied that probably it would be impossi- 
ble to satisfy all. Nevertheless, I shall welcome sug- 
gestions from subscribers as to how the magazine can be 
improved, and also as to what type of article they pre- 
fer. The only catch is, that while any responses will 
be carefully considered, I may not find the time to 
acknowledge each one personally as I should like to do. 

After expressing so much dissatisfaction, caused in 
most part by the inflationary times in which we are 
living and consequent higher costs without the needed 
increase in subscriptions to sustain them, it would be 
ungracious to fail to thank both old and new subscrib- 
ers for the many kind messages and expressions of good 
will received from them with their renewals. One in 
Massachusetts writes, "Keep up the good work! The ar- 
ticles are so well written!" From Florida, "With best 
wishes for a happy and prosperous year for 'my favorite 
magazine.'" From lowa, "There has never been a maga- 
zine for which I yearn to see the new number as much as 
I do for TAG." From New Hampshire, "This is a bill 
which I pay with the greatest of pleasure." From Con- 
necticut, "You must be aware of the fact that your 
quarterly is by all odds the outstanding American gene- 
alogical publication." Again from Massachusetts, "Your 
publication of the American Genealogist through the 
years is almost unbelievable.” From lllinois, "This 
still is the only bill I receive which I actually enjoy 
paying." From an Ohio 1957 subscriber who died before 
the subscription expired, "I have enjoyed my first 
year's subscription to the American Genealogist very 
much." 

A genealogist in Utah, author of a useful book on 
research methods, wrote, "I always enjoy reading through 
the articles in your magazine, and the high standard 
you set for research. One cannot afford to miss any 
issue because in it may be a solution long-sought to an 
ancestral problem." From New Jersey, "The Ancestor 
Tables are very interesting and I am looking forward 
to more of them." From Pennsylvania, "AG will always 
be your memorial." And from an accomplished amateur 
in Washington, D.C., "The Best Magazine in the World 
arrived this morning." And finally another Illinois 
subscriber, an old lady since deceased, enclosed her 
calling card with the terse message, "Glad the maga- 
zines are still coming." 

I would not be human if I did not appreciate these 
and other words of encouragement, and in closing this 
appeal I wish to thank all who have been moved to write 
so kindly. 


SOUTH JERSEY DAYTONS 


By Walter Lee Sheppard, Jr., M.S., Havertown, Penna. 


In The American Genealogist, vol. 22, pp. 129-141, 
the author discussed the Dayton family of South Jersey, 
and suggested its origin. Later, in his mimeographed 
book, Colonial Families of Long Island, New York and 
Connecticut, Dr. Herbert F. Seversmith also discussed 
this family, offering a different suggestion as to its 
antecedents. Both papers offered data on the first few 
generations. Since then additional material has ap- 
peared, for instance in The American Genealogist, vol. 
26, p. 128; Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine, vol. 
17, pp. 81 et seq.; and Vineland Historical Magazine, 
vol. 34, pe. 5/ et seq. 

As a result of this, and correspondence with Mr. 
James W. Dayton, Jr., of Amherst, Mass., and a few ad- 
ditional references to original records, it has been 
thought advisable to print a revision of the first 
three generations of this family in South Jersey. 

This family, so far as is known, had its beginnings 
with the appearance in what is now Cumberland County of 
two brothers, Ephraim and Samuel Dayton, and a sister, 
probably their older sister, Rachel wife of Henry Buck 
who is known to have come from Long Island with his 
wife. 


1. Ephraim Dayton, born say 1690, married say 1710, 
probably one Bethiah, who as Bethiah Dayton was a wit- 
ness with John Mahu and Bathnephleath Crosthwaite on 18 
Sept. 1716 to the will of Ebenezer Allen (N.J. Archive 
Wills 1:8). It should be noted that Ebenezer Allen had 
married the widow of Thomas Alderman, whose will dated 
13 Aug. 1715, proved 28 Sept. 1715 [ibid., 1:6], had 
been witnessed by Ephraim Dayton alonz with his brother 
in-law Henry Buck. She died between 1742 and 9 May 
1747, at which latter date he married widow Sarah Ogden 
of Cohansey [marriage bonds, D:42j. His bond is signed 
by mark, the capital scroll E. sne is not positively 
identified, but was perhaps the widow of John Ogden of 
Cohansey who made his will 21 Dec. 1745, proved 26 Mar. 
1746 Wills, 22358]. 

Sarah Dayton made her will 22 Jan. 1777, proved 16 
June 1777 [ibid., 5:128; original file no. 6b2F), in 
which she left her personal property to her great-grand- 
daughter Patience Terry and her grandson, Patience's 
father Ephraim Terry, and Ephraim's sons Andrew and Jo- 
seph. This Ephraim is identified as the son of Richard 
Terry of Cumberland County who made his will ly Dec. 
1770 [ibid., 4:425], leaving property to his son Eph- 
raim and other children and his wife Elizabeth. Sarah's 
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real estate was sold and the cash divided between Sarah 
Major and Levice Terry. It should be noted that John 
Ogden's will mentions only one daughter, Mary. Hence 
(unless Elizabeth was an unnamed daughter of John Ogden 
or unless Sarah was not the widow of John Ogden), we 
must suppose either that Sarah had a daughter Elizabeth 
by an earlier husband than John Ogden, which Elizabeth 
married Richard Terry; or else that Richard Terry had 
his son Ephraim and daughters Sarah and Lovice by Mary 
daughter of John Ogden and then married some Elizabeth 
as a second wife. The writer leans toward the last 
solution. 

Ephraim Dayton signed several documents in his life- 
time, all by mark. For a man who left few personal 
records, he was chiefly remarkable for the number of 
grandchildren who received either his first name or his 
surname. He died intestate, inventory on his estate in 
Fairfield Township being made 22 Dec. 1760 [N.J. Wills, 
3:86] by Thomas Ogden and Philip Sheppard, and the day 
following administration was granted to his son Joseph 
with the said Ogden and Sheppard as bondsmen. 

His children, all by his first wife, were: 


Ephraim Dayton, Jr. 

Joseph Dayton, b. ca. 171k. 

David Dayton. 

Sarah Dayton, b. 1712. 

att Elizabeth, m. James Rose. 

(prob.) Bathsheba, b. ca. 1725, m. Silas Newcomb. 


© ON 


2. Rachel Dayton, married Henry Buck. See Vineland 
Historical Magazine, 34:57 et seq. (1949-50) for their 
children and other data. 


3. Samuel Dayton, died Jan. 1728; married 22 Oct. 
1717, Dorothy, daughter of Peter Long. He lived at 
Greenwich and had a dwelling house on Stow Creek. His 
will was dated 9 Jan. 1728, proved 2 Feb. 1728 I|N.J. 
Wills, 1:131]). His widow married one Graden, uniden- 
tified, and left a will in which she is called spinster 
instead of widow la widow at that period was sometimes 
described as "spinster" or as "single woman"], dated 
26 Mar. 1755, proved 3 Apr. 1755 [N.J. Wills, 3:132], 
of which Thomas Ewing of Greenwich was executor, leav- 
ing her personal estate to Lucy, daughter of her son 
Peter Dayton deceased, and if she die before coming of 
age, to the Presbyterian Congregation of Greenwich. 

Children of Samuel and Dorothy: 


10 Peter Dayton. His grandfather Ephraim (No. 1) was his 
guardian 21 Aug. 1733 (ibid., 2:138). 

11 Samuel Dayton, prob. d. s.p. before 17h, since his broth- 
er Peter that year entailed his lands on his cousin 
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David without mentioning Samuel in his will. Not seen 
again. 

12 Lucy Dayton, though in her father's will, not seen in 
either her mother's or brother's will. 


4. Ephraim Dayton, Jr., married by license, bond 
dated 29 Dec. 1747 (Liber 1747-8, p. 21) Ruhamah, daugh- 
ter of Daniel Elmer. The bond bears a good signature 
of his, with Jr carefully written. Daniel Elmer in his 
will dated 30 June 1753, proved 21 Jan. 1755 [N. J. 
Wills, 3:105] names her and her son Ephraim Dayton. He 
died intestate in December 1750, and his father Ephraim 
Dayton Senr. renounced administration. (For some rea- 
son his widow's renunciation is not recorded if it was 
ever obtained.) His brother Joseph (No. 5) received 
letters of administration on 21 Jan. 1751 [N.J. Wills, 
2:1323; original file no. 57F]). Ruhamah's subsequent 
history is not known. 

Child (perhaps others, though not likely): 


13 Ephraim Dayton, b. 1748-50; probably raised by his uncle 
Joseph Dayton unless he d. young. An Ephraim Dayton, 
prob. this one, took inventory on Thomas Ogden of Fair- 
field, 29 Dec. 1785. 


S. Joseph Dayton, born about 1714, died 28 Nov. 
1770 (tombstone, Presbyterian Churchyard, Greenwich); 
manages Prudence Berryman, probably a daughter of Leon- 
ard?’ Berryman [see Vineland Hist. Magazine, 31:16]. 
His will was dated 2 Sept., proved 14 Dec. 1770 [N. J. 
Wills, 4:105). She died intestate, 27 July 1779 admin- 
istration to Timothy Elmer [ibid., 5:128]. 

Children: 


14 Joseph Dayton. 

15 Henry Dayton, under 21 in 1770; went to sea unmarried 1776, 
not seen again, but said to have d. 1778. 

16 Eli Dayton. 

17 Mary Dayton, under 18 in 1770; m. Timothy Elmer; had Timo- 
thy, Oliver and Jane. 

18 Anne Dayton, under 18 in 1770; d. 1778. 

19 Leonard Dayton, under 1) in 1770; d. 1779, s.p. 


6. David Dayton, married one Anne, whose parentage 
has not been determined. His will is dated 6 Feb. and 
proved 28 Feb. 1770 [N.J. Wills, 4:106]. His widow 
married second, Daniel Dixon of Fairfield, marriage 
bond dated 30 Oct. 1770 [Liber D, p. 262). 

Children: 


20 David Dayton. 
21 Hannah Dayton, under 18 in 1770. 
22 Ruth Dayton, under 18 in 1770. 
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7e Sarah Dayton, born 1712; married Capt. Thomas 
Harris, son of Thomas and Ann Harris. For Harris data, 
see New England Hist. and Gen. Register, 105:55-60, 
1553; 106:27; also, Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine, 
17:81 et seq. 


8. Elizabeth (probably Dayton). James Rose of Fair- 
field, N.J., who came there from Southampton, Long Is- 
land, left a will signed by mark, dated 14 June 1749, 
sworn by witnesses 20 Dec. 1749, probated 22 Jan. 1750 
(N.J. Wills, 2:407; and original file]. It names wife 
Elizabeth and Ensign (not cousin as stated in the pub- 
lished abstracts) Thomas Harris {husband of Sarah, No. 
7] as executors; also the children listed below. The 
inventory, dated 20 Dec., shows an estate of £102/6/0, 
the appraisal being made by Joseph Dayton [No. 5] and 
Ephraim Dayton [No. 4], both of whom signed, spelling 
the last name Daten. Both will and inventory bear the 
acknowledgment signatures of widow Elizabeth Rose and 
Thomas Harris, execrs. The witnesses were Ephraim Day- 
ton Jr., Daniel Elmer [minister of the congregation], 
and David Bower. Note that of Ephraim Dayton Sr.'s 
children, only David and Bathsheba are omitted from the 
Rose probate. It seems therefore nearly certain that 
Elizabeth was a daughter of Ephraim Dayton. 

Children: 


Phebe Rose. 

Abigail Rose, m. by 179 one Hays. 

James Rose, apparently eldest son, to have Bible anda 
gun; to be "put out to trade on Long Island," 1749. 

Aaron Rose (omitted from printed abstract), to have a gun. 

Hannah Rose. 

Elizabeth Rose. 


9. Bathsheba Dayton. Silas Newcomb was born 17 
Apr. 1723 at Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard, Mass., died 
17793; came with his father Capt. Joseph3 (Lt. Andrew-, 
Capt. Andrewl), two brothers Joseph (born 17 Sept. 
1718), and William (born 7 Apr. 1721), and one of his 
sisters, Ann (who subsequently married Benjamin Thomp- 
son and settled in Pittsgrove, now Woodstown), and pos- 
sibly another sister Ruth (born 26 July 1730), who is 
not seen again, to Fairfield Township in 1732 [see An- 
drew Newcomb and his Descendants, 1923, by Bethuel Mer- 
ritt Newcomb, p. 33, Which confuses Joseph's daughter 
Ruth with Ruth, daughter of Bayse Newcomb, p. 90]. 

Silas Newcomb's wife was a Bathsheba Dayton, whom he 
married about 1745. She was born 1725 and died 1781 
(Newcomb, op. cit., p. 55-6). They were baptized to- 
gether at Fairfield in 1759. Silas held many offices 
including Sheriff. He was a Brig.-General in the Rev- 
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olution, and is last seen on 4 Dec. 1777 when he re- 
signed his commission in a letter to General Washing- 
ton. He was one of the bondsmen of Joseph Dayton (No. 
5) in administration of the estate of Ephraim Dayton 
Jr. (No. 4). There were four Daytons in Salem and Cunm- 
berland old enough to have been the father of Bathsheba 
his wife. Samuel is eliminated at once since his will 
names all three of his children. Abraham left all his 
property to his friends, the presumption being of course 
that he had no children. Jacob, who did not live near- 
by but at some distance, left no will, but his name 
does not occur among Silas's children, while the name 
of Ephraim does. We also have associations with Ephra- 
im's children. It seems certain, then, that Bathsheba 
was Ephraim's daughter. 

Children (perhaps others): 


29 Mary Newcomb, b. ca. 1747, d. ca. 1789; m. 1 June 1770 
(lic. dated 30 Jan. 1770), Capt. John Daniels of Maurice 
River; moved to Swedesboro, Gloucester Co.; had issue. 

30 Dayton Newcomb, b. 1752-3; was a Captain in the Revolution 
and a Colonel when he d. 22 Mar. 1809 in 57th yr., bur. 
Old Stone Church, Fairton; will dated 12 Oct. 1 and 
proved 28 Apr. 1809 (N.J. Wills, 11:250) leaves every- 
thing to daughter Jané wife of Allen Harris (son of Eph- 
raim Harris, Jr., son of Ephraim Harris, Sr., son of Sa- 
rah Dayton, No. 7). Dayton Newcomb had a first wife, 
Prudence, b. 1755, d. 30 Jume 1802, mother of his two 
children, and a second wife, Abigail. Besides Jane, he 
had a son Dayton who predeceased him leaving three daugh- 
ters by Abigail (Husted) Harris, widow of James Harris 
(son of Ephraim Harris, son of Sarah Dayton, No. 7). 

Silas Newcomb, m. lic. 22 Oct. 178 to Martha Savage. 

Webster Newcomb, a Private in the Revolution, d. 16 Dec. 
1792; m. Abigail Powell; children: Webster, Abigail, 
John Powell, James R., Rhoda, Charlotte. 

Ephraim Newcomb, a doctor, b. ; May 1757, d. Cedarville, 
21 Aug. 1795; m. (1) unknown; m. (2) 179), Bathsheba 
Preston, dau. of Col. Isaac. Children by first wife: 
Ephraim and Betsey; child by second wife: Isaac Preston. 


10. Peter Dayton was apprenticed to his cousin Eph- 
raim Buck, son of Rachel (No. 2), who remembered him in 
his will, 1738. He died leaving a will dated 3 Nov. 
1744 ([N.J. Wills, 2:138], "my mother to bring up my 
daughter." "If she dies without heir, lands to go to 
cousin David Dayton (No. 6). His wife was Hannah, 
daughter of David and Ruth Sayre [ibid., 2:415]; and 
she married second, bond dated 13 June 1746 [Liber NOQ, 
p. 415] David Ogden of Salem County. 

Childs: 


3h Lucy Dayton. 
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14. Joseph Dayton lived in Fairfield where he made 
his will 19 bec. 1777, proved 13 Jan. 1779 [N.J. Wills, 
53134]. His wife was Freelove, daughter of William and 
Freelove (Preston) Dare. Her brother Levi, by his will 
dated 7 Nov. 1799 [ibid., 10:114], left the major part 
of his property to her son Ephraim, who was his execu- 
tor. She made her will 11 Aug. 1789, proved 6 Nov. 
1789 [ibid., 7:63], naming all her children except Jo- 
seph, who was probably dead by this date without issue. 
Children: 


35 Joseph Dayton, under 21 in 1777; prob. d. by 1789 s.p. 
36 Ephraim Dayton, under 21 in 1777; executor and chief heir 
of Levi Dare, 1799; prob. the Ephraim who made his will 
16 Jan. 1810, proved 20 Feb. 1810 (original file no. 
1492F) leaving wife Margaret and two sons Joseph and 
Ephraim, under 21, an unnamed daughter under 18, Dr. 
Ephraim Bateman to be executor and guardian of children, 
Thomas Harris witness and appraiser. 
Mary Dayton, unm. 1789. 
Sarah Dayton, unm. 1789. 
Freelove Dayton, unm, 1789. 


16. Eli Dayton, died 9 May 1775 aged 23; will dated 
4 Apr. 1775, named wife Abigail, child Anne, who on 10 
Feb. 1780 was ward of Jonathan Lawrence, and on ly Oct. 


1788 chose as guardian Norton Lawrence [N.J. Wills, 5: 
127; 7:64]. By 2 May 1782, his widow Abigail had re- 
married David Brown. His will entails his land on his 
daughter, and failing her, successively on his brothers 
Leonard and Henry. 

Child: 


Anne Dayton. 


Possibly another child of Ephraim Dayton (No. 1) was 
Jonah Dayton of Pilesgrove Twp., Salem County, whose 
will was dated 24 Feb. 1766 and proved 14 Apr. 1767 
(N.J. Wills, 4:105]. His executor was Ephraim Fithian, 
and he left two daughters, Zerviah and Phebe, both un- 
der 21. His witnesses were Fithian and Jonathan Strat- 
ton and Isaac Harris. This Isaac Harris was the son of 
Isaac Harris of Deerfield, Cumberland County, a nephew 
of the Capt. Thomas Harris who married Sarah Dayton 
(No. 7]. The Strattons and Ephraim Fithian were also 
of Deerfield. 


Source of the South Jersey Daytons 


As mentioned at the start of this article, two sug- 
gestions have been offered as to the source of this 
family. The one in The American Genealogist, 22:137- 
141, is Ralph+, Robert@, Robert3. in Seversmith's book 
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(see the first paragraph of this article), he suggests 
Ralphl, Samue]@, and in the following generation either 
Caleb3, Ralph’, or Abraham3. See the cited references 
for details. All are agreed that this family is in 
some manner descended from the Long Island one. Dr. 
Seversmith further narrows his choice to Abraham or 
Ralph, as Caleb is less likely on the basis of chronol- 
ORY. 

Recently Mr. James W. Dayton, Jr., of Amherst, Mass., 
has added to our information by calling attention to an 
Ephraim Dayton who married in New London, Conn., 27 
Oct. 1720, Deliverance Willoughby (also called Abigail). 
She was granted administration on his estate in New 
London, 26 May 1748, and she applied for dower rights 
19 Dec. 1758. This Ephraim was in intimate association 
with Deborah Dayton, a known daughter of Abraham, b 
his second wife, who married (intentions 1l Jan. 1718/19) 
at New London, John Rogers. If Abraham had Caleb (by 
first wife), and Jonathan, Deborah, Ephraim, and prob- 
ably Henry (by second wife), then he was not the father 
of Ephraim, Rachel and Samuel of New Jersey. 

It should further be noted that the Abraham and Ja- 
cob Dayton who came to Salem County about the same per- 
iod as Ephraim, Rachel and Samuel, though doubtless re- 
lated, were probably not brothers of theirs. No con- 
nection between the two groups appears of record. For 
estates of Abraham and Jacob, see N.J. Wills, 2:13/, 
132]. They may well have been children of Abraham3. 


BURWELL—RAYMOND, NORWALK, CONN. 


By Paul W. Prindle, B.S,, of Darien, Conn. 


Nathan+ Burwell (Samuel3, John“, John+), born at New 
Haven, Conn., 28 July 1705, settled in Norwalk, Conn. 
The identity of his wife does not seem to be generally 
known, but is revealed by Norwalk Land Records [11:55, 
57]. She was Sarah ‘ea wen, born at Norwalk 12 Nov. 


1711, daughter of Capt. John and Elizabeth (St. John) 
Raymond. One deed is from John Raymond, 6 Apr. 1737, 
to his "Son in Law Nathan Burrel and to his wife Sarah 
Burrel." The other deed, 24 Apr. 1739, is from John, 
Lemuel, Jabez, Asaiel, Elijah and Zuriel Raymond, "sons 
of the Late Dec'd. Capt. John Raymond," to our "Brother 
in Law Nathan Burwell and to our Sister Sarah his Wife." 
It is also of interest that Nathan Burwell and Burwell 
Betts bought land together 12 Mar. 1754 (112143), since 
the mother of the latter was daughter of John (John, 
John!) Burwell. 


SEELEY—SEELYE NOTES 


By Gerald James Parsons, M.S.(L.S.), F.A.S.G., Rochester, N.Y. 


Over the period of several years I have gathered da- 
ta on the Ephraim Seelye family of Williamstown, Mass. 
The research has not been exhaustive and so (undoubted- 
ly) much more could be found concerning this branch of 
the Seelye family. However, since considerable data 
have been discovered adding to the meagre material in 
print, it is here presented. 


On pages 532 and 53 
there is ae the family of John+ Seeley (Benjamin-, 
Nathaniel¢, Robertl), who died 20 May 1740 at New Mil- 
ford, Conn. He had a son Ephraim whose history will be 
given below. Among the other children we note two sons 
by the names of Nehemiah and Ebenezer. As a possible 
clue to what became of Nehemiah, I wish to note that a 
Nehemiah Seelye of the town of Ballstown, Saratoga Co., 
N.Y., bought land in Cherry Valley from Eldad Granger 
of Cherry Valley, 27 Dec. 1793 [Otsego Co., N.Y¥., Deeds 
F:402]. Ebenezer Seeley was born 25 Sept. 1729, and in 
Pownal Center Cemetery, Pownal Center, Vt., there is a 
stone to Ebenezer Seelye, who died 6 Nov. 1805, in 77th 
year, and also a stone to his wife Hannah, who died 1 
Sept. 1819, in her 88th year. 


1. Ephraim? Seelye, born say 1716, probably in Fair- 
field or Newtown, Conn.; died about 1778 at Danby, Vt.; 
married Keziah Hurlbut, born 2 Mar. 1719, Woodbury, 
Conn., daughter of Cornelius and Sarah ( ) Hurlbut. 
The Seelyes lived in Woodbury until sometime in the 
1750's when they removed to Crum Elbow Precinct, Dutch- 
ess Co., N.Y. Ephraim Seelye appears on the tax lists 
in Crum Elbow Precinct for Feb. 1759, June 1759 and June 
1761. ‘These tax lists are on file in the Adriance Mem- 
orial Library, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Probably sometime in 
the 1760's the family removed to Vermont. Administra- 
tion on the estate of Ephraim Seelye, late of Danby, 
was granted to "Reuben Seelye and Ephraim Seelye of 
Williams Town on their fathers Estate lying in Danby 
and other places" 9 Dec. 1778. The Widow Keziah and 
all the children were named in the Distribution 25 Aug. 
1781. (Manchester, Vt., Probate District, 1:11-17.] 

Children: 


i. Sarah®, b. 2 Dec. 1743, Woodbury; m. Elihu Ketcham. 

ii. Reuben, b. 5 Sept. 1745, Woodbury; m. Mary ; 
lived in Williamstown, Mass., until 1806, when he 
removed to Springfield, Otsego Co., N.Y. Reuben 


12 
In The Families of Old Fairfield, Donald Lines Jaco- 
bus gives an account in vol. 1, part 6, of some of the 
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Seeley late of Williamstown, Mass., bought land in 
Springfield, N.Y., from Samuel and Lucy Crafts of 
the town of Springfield, 3 July 1806. Reuben and 
wife Mary sold to William Williams, 28 Sept. 1807. 
(Otsego Co. Deeds, H:157; M:275.) Children: 
1. Abel7, b. 22 May 17795 Williamstown, Mass.; 
m. Wealthy 3 Abel Seelye and wife 
Wealthy of Springfield, N.Y., sold to John 
Lee, 18 Jan. 1810. (Ibid., 1:92.) 
2. John, b. 16 Dec. 1788, Williamstown, Mass. 
3. Polly, b. 3 Apr. 1792, Williamstown, Mass, 

Hannah, b. 22 July 1746, Woodbury, Conn.; m. William 
Foster of Williamstown, Mass. 

Ephraim, b. 29 Oct. 1749, Woodbury, Conn. 

Lucy, b. 3 she was called Lucy "Neal" in the 
Distribution of her father's estate, but it was 
signed "Luse Wait" and "Moses Wait." 

Israel, b. 3; m. Peggy Bromley, according to Hem- 
onmay's Vermont...Gazetteer, 3: 

Jonathan, Bp. 16 Dec. 1759, Amenia, N. Y.3; m. (1) Bliz- 
abeth Bromley; (2). Freelove Bromley (Ibid., 3:66). 

Keziah, bp. 5 Oct. 1760, Amenia, N.Y.; m. Richard 
Lattin. 

John, bp. 27 June 1762, Amenia, N.Y.; prob. the John 
who m, Jan. 1787, Williamstown, Mass., Naomi Hen- 
neris. 


References: The American Cothren, His- 


of Ancient Woodbury, Conn., 3:33, 35, 36, 39; Hemenway, Ver- 

Historical Gazetteer, 3:646 (Note: there are many inaccurate 
facts concerning this sSeelye family given in this account); The 
Hurlbut Genealogy, p. 33; New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 357 
Vital Records of Williamstown, Mass.... 7h, 125. 


2. Ephraim® Seelye, born 29 Oct. 1749, Woodbury, 
Conn.; died 1840, Pownal, Vt., according to DAR Lineage 
Books; married first, Electa ——, according to DAR 
Lineage Books, but I have never found any record of her 
name; second, Eleanor ———, called Barnes by some, 
who died 19 or 29 July 1821, in 67th year, Williams- 
town, Mass.; third, 8 Dec. 1833, at Pownal, Vt., Hannah 
Hartshorn, who died 8 Jan. 1859, ae. 74-10-10 (g.s.), 
buried David Gardner Cemetery, Pownal, Vt. 

Children, born at Williamstown, Mass.: 


Sarah’, b. 16 Jan. 1773; prob. m. 3 Feb. 1790, David 
Gilmore. 

Reuben, b. 7 Jan. 1775; d. young? 

Barnes, b. 22 Apr. 1777; d. 1860; m. (1) Anna 
who a. 26 Feb. 1818 ae. 39 (g.s.), Pownal, Vt.; (25 
3 Sept. 1820, Pownal, Bethany (Young) Shaw. 

Moses, b. 8 May 1779; _- m. Susan 

Miranda, b. 18 Nov. 1785; m. 13 July 1806, Pownal, 
Sylvanus Danforth. 

Minerva, b. 21 Apr. 1787; m. 8 Feb. 1820, Pownal, 


2 iv. 
Wi. 
vii. 
viii. 
iv. 
(By 2) v. 
vi. 
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Ira Paddock of Sodus, Wayne Co., N.Y. 
vii. Ephraim, b. 27 Aug. 1789; m. 29 Oct. 1811, Pownal, 
Polly Ann Bridges; (2) 2 May 1822, Pownal, Martha 
Cooley. 
viii. David Damon, b. 23 Oct. 1791; m. 16 May 1825, Pownal, 
Nancy Worthy. 
ix. Eleanor, b. 23 Nov. 1793; m. Solomon Wright, Jr. 
x. Electa, b. 20 July 1799. 


References: Vital Records of Williamstown, Mass....(1907), 
pp. 73, 7h, 125, 163; Vital records and cemetery inscriptions of 
Pownal at office of Pownal Town Clerk, Pownal Center, Vt. 


MARTHA (GENINGS) CUNNINGHAM, WIFE OF JOHN MARCY, JR. 
OF WOODSTOCk, CONN. 


By Claude W. Parlow, Ph.D., Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 


In the account of the Marcy family in vol. 7, pp. 
349-350, of Clarence W. Bowen's History of Woodstock, 
Conn., 1943, edited by Donald L. Jacobus and William 
Herbert Wood, the maiden name had not been ascertained 
of Martha, wife of John Marcy, Jr., who was born in 
Woodstock 27 Feb. 1726/7, son of John and Experience 
(Colburn) Marcy. The marriage took place about 1753 
and they had five children recorded in Woodstock, the 
certain names being Elizabeth, Martha, and David. 

A recent study of the Genings family of Windham has 
uncovered evidence that Martha was the daughter of Da- 
vid and Elizabeth (Millard) Genings, born in Windham 
24 Apr. 1729. The children Elizabeth and David Marcy 
were named for her father and mother. Martha's first 
marriage to Thomas Cunningham was recorded in Windham 
as having occurred on 3 Nov. 1747. Inventory on the 
estate of Thomas Cunningham, deceased, was taken in 
April 1751, showing his death previous to that time. 

In the Windham land records over a period of some 
thirty years there are sales of land by the heirs of 
David Genings as inherited from their grandfather Jon- 
athan Genings and their aunt Mary (Genings) Abbe. Mar- 
tha appears in at least three of these deeds. Early in 
1752 she signed as Martha Cunningham [K:174]; on 2 Oct. 
1759 John Marcy Jr. of Woodstock and his wife Martha, 
"who was a daughter of David Ginings," transferred to 
Eliphalet Dyer for £25 a portion of the estate of "our 
grandfather Capt. Jonathan Ginings late of Windham de- 
ceased" [M:52]; in 1769 Martha Marcy of Woodstock join- 
ed Joshua, Elizabeth, and Zerviah Ginnings, her sur- 
viving brothers and sisters, in dividing a 10-acre 
piece of land in Windham [P:74]. The two marriages of 
Martha Genings are clearly proved by these deeds. 


THE ANCESTRY OF ELIZABETH (ST. JOHN) WHITING 


By Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G. 


it has long been known, and there is plenty of docu- 
mentary evidence to prove, that the wife of Kev. Samuel 
Whiting of Lynn, Mass., was Elizabeth St. John, sister 
of Chief-Justice Oliver St. John ana daughter of Oliver 
St. John of Keysoe, co. Bedford, gent., by his first 
wife Sarah Bulkeley, sister of Rev. Peter Bulkeley. The 
descent of the elder Oliver St. John from the St. Johns 
of Bletsoe, co. Bedford, who in the older line were el- 
evated to the peerage, has been set forth in two diver- 
gent lines of descent. 

The first claim is that the elaer Oliver was son of 
Thomas, a younger son of the first Lord St. John of 
Bletsoe. This is apparently based on Wotton's the Eng- 
lish Baronetage (1741), and was followed in the Beate 
gree given in the New England Hist. and Gen. Register, 
14:61-62. It also misled the writer of the account of 
Justice St. John in the Dictionary of National Biogra- 
phy, 50:151. 

When compiling The Bulkeley Genealogy (1933), I fol- 
lowed (pp. 29-33) the other claim of descent, which 
then seemed to me, and still seems to me, to be correct. 
This line was given in Noble's Cromwell, 2nd edition, 
2:13-15. According to this the elder Oliver, father of 
Elizabeth, was son of Henry St. John of Keysoe (d.1598) 
who was a son of Alexander St. John of Thurley, who was 
third son of Sir John St. John of Bletsoe (d. 1525), 
the ancestor (through his eldest son) of the titled 
family. 

Partial confirmation of this line is found in cer- 
tain St. John wills, abstracts of which are in the 
Waters-Withinzton Collection at the Essex Institute, 
Salem, ‘ass. The only place I have seen these abstracts 
in print is in the Boston Transcript, Note 2177, by 
"S.E.F.," 20 and 25 Jan. 1926. This writer presented 
considerable evidence and discussed it intelligently. 

The will of Henry St. John of Keysoe, proved 28 June 
1598, calls him "Gent.," and mentions wife Jane, son 
Oliver, son Thomas, daughters Margaret, Agnes, Frances, 
and Judith, and appoints as overseers his brother John 
Neale and "cozen" Francis St. John of Sharnbrook. 

The will of Jane St. John of Keysoe, proved 7 Sept. 
1618, names her grandchildren Oliver, John and Edward 
St. John, brothers; the five daughters of her son Oli- 
ver St. John; daughters Margaret Wakes, Agnes Weles, 
Frances Weles and Judith Gray; her brother John Neale 
of Wollaston; son Oliver, executor. 

The Bulkeley Genealogy, supra, sets forth very com- 
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pletely the immediate family of Oliver St. John (father 
of Elizabeth and oi the Chief-Justice), based on his 
will and the baptisms and marriages of some of his off- 
spring. Reference thereto will show that by his two 
wives, Sarah Bulkeley and Alice Haselden, he had three 
sons, Oliver, Edward and John, and five surviving 
daughters, Dorothy, Elizabeth, Judith, Mary and Anne. 
this exactly corresponds with the grandchildren named 
in the will of Jane St. John. It is therefore defi- 
nitely proved that Oliver St. John, the father of Eliz- 
abeth, was son of Henry St. John of Keysoe (d. 1598) by 
his wife Jane, probably Neale (d. 1618); and we have 
the further fact that Henry was cousin of Francis St. 
John of Sharnbrook. 

There is a third will, that of an Oliver St. John of 
Kolleston, Keysoe, proved 27 Sept. 1586, which mentions 
his wife Margaret and brother Henry St. John. This 
provides a further fact, that Henry had a brother Oli- 
ver who had a wife Margaret. 

Turning to the Visitations of Bedfordshire |Publica- 
tions of the Harleian Society, vol. 19, pp. 51-55], we 
find that Sir John St. John lof Bletsoe, d. 1525] had 
three sons: 1-Sir John of Bletsoe [ancestor of the ti- 
tled family]; 2-Cliver, of Shernbroke, co. Bedford, for 
whom a wife and five sons are stated, the youngest son 
being named Francis; and 3-Alexander of Thurley, whose 
marriage is given and under whom is placed Oliver, 
eldest son, of Thurley; and a later note adds that this 
Oliver married Margaret (Easton) Gooderick. 

Here then we find an Oliver with wife Margaret, and 
it is only necessary to suppose that he moved from thur 
ley to Keysoe before death to identify him with the 01li- 
ver (d. 1586) who had wife Margaret and was brother of 
our Henry. This would make Henry a younger son of Alex- 
ander and hence a first cousin of the Francis St. John 
of Sharnbrook whom he called "cozen" in his will. If 
we do not accept this conclusion, then Henry must have 
come from some younger, more distant branch of the fam- 
ily and would not be closely related to Francis. 

It will also be observed that this is precisely the 
line of descent wiven for Oliver's father Henry in No- 
ble's Cromwell, noted above, namely, that Henry was a 
son of Alexander, third son of Sir John. We do not 
know Noble's sources, but it is not unlikely that the 
family of the Chief-Justice supplied information, and 
that they had a memorandum of their descent showing how 
they were related to the Barons St. John and the Earls 
of Bolingbroke. 

in any event, the circumstantial evicence is very 
strong. in The Bulkeley Genealogy, supra, [I gave this 
line and the references to my sources, but without go- 
ing into the details of the evidence. The reason for 
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the present paper, stating the evidence in detail, is 
that Dr. Frederick Lewis Weis in Ancestral Roots of 
Sixty Colonists (1951), p. 88, followed the St. John 
line as given in the Bulkeley Genealogy [note that he 
mistakenly calls tne father of Elizabeth St. John "Sir" 
Oliver—he was not a knight, though I believe he was a 
M.P.J; but in his Supplement (1952), Preface, p. 5, he 
states: "According to the Heralds College, London, 
Henry St. John cannot be accepted as son of Alexander 
St. John....Perhaps Henry St. John's line may some day 
be perfected." 

This seems a cavalier way to reject a line of des- 
cent. In the past I have been forced to reject certain 
lines of descent which have appeared in print, but i 
have never done so on someone else's authority nor on 
my own ipse dixit. In such cases I have invariably 
analyzed the pedigree and have either presented defi- 
nite evidence against it or have shown the inherent 
weakness and lack of evidence in specific generations. 

Now then, if the College of Arms has made a thorough 
investigation and obtained proof that Alexander St. 
John had no son Henry, I shall not only welcome such 
definite evidence but will cheerfully admit that my 
conclusions, though plausibly based on such evidence as 
was available to me, were in error. It wili not be my 
first mistake in over half a century of research! 

But no evidence against the line has been revealed. 
We have merely the assertion at second hand that ac- 
cording to the College of Arms Henry "cannot be accept- 
ed" as son of Alexander. if actually disproved, it 
should have been stated positively that Henry "was not" 
son of Alexander. It is therefore fair to inquire: 
Has the will, if any, of Alexander been consulted? Was 
the evidence of the Bedfordshire wills, here presented, 
submitted to the College for consideration? Has the 
College made an official investigation and rendered an 
official report on the question? Or did a member of 
the College merely state informally that Henry could 
not be accepted as son of Alexander on the basis of 
tne Visitations and other valuable collections in pos- 
session of the College? 

Surely we are entitled to an answer to these ques- 
tions before abandoning the line set forth herein. The 
eviaence in favor of it, while not absolutely conclu- 
sive, is strong enough to make a good prima facie case. 
if there is proof, or even strong evidence, against it, 
it will have to be rejected. But until Dr. Weis, or 
his informant, comes forward with actual evidence a- 
gainst the line, I see no reason to reject it merely on 
the basis of such ex cathedra pronouncements. 
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LYDIA, WIFE OF NATHANIEL PACKARD OF BRIDGEWATER, MASS. 


By Mrs. John E, Barclay, F.A.S.G., Whitman, Mass. 


The wife of Nathanie1@ Packard of Bridgewater, Mass., 
has repeatedly been named as "a daughter" or "probably 
a daughter" of John Kingman. No reference and no rea- 
sons for such a statement have been given. In trying 
to trace the origin of this statement in various print- 
ed sources, it was found that Mitchell in his History 
of Bridgewater (1840) was probably the first to make 
this statement, as follows: 

p.- 253: Packard: Nathaniel (s. of Samuel 1.) mar- 
ried probably a daughter of John Kingman. 

p. 216: Kingman: He names the children of John and 
Elizabeth as John, Henry, Samuel, Elizabeth b. 1673, 
Deliverance b. 1676, Susanna b. 1679, "and another 
daughter married Nathaniel Packard probably." 

Savage, Genealogical Dictionary (1860-2), 3:327, un- 
der Packard gives: "Nathaniel, Bridgewater,.....by 
wlife], dlaughter] prob[ably] of John Kingman" had is- 
sue, but under Kingman, 3:27, he makes no mention of a 
daughter who married Nathaniel Packard. 

Bradford Kingman in Kingman Genealogy (1898 and 1919 
gives on p. 22 the daughters of John and Elizabeth 
Kingman as follows: 


4. Elizabeth, b. July 9, 1673; m. Jan. 1, 1696, Thomas 


Mitchell. 

5. Deliverance, b. Mar. 12, 1675; m. Jan. 1, 1696, Jacob 
Mitchell. 

6. Susanna, b. March 1678; m. Dec. 6, 1699, Capt. Chilton 
Latham. 


7. a daughter, b. Apr. 12, 1679; m. Nathaniel Packard. 


In checking these births it was found that they were 
all recorded in Weymouth and will be found in the vital 
records (printed, 1:161-4). However, it was noted that 
the last two children were both named Susanna in these 
records, and Savage also correctly gives the two Susan- 
nas. Hence, Mr. Kingman erred in his account. ‘the 
first Susanna must have died soon after birth, and thus 
it was the second Susanna, b. Apr. 12, 1679, who mar- 
ried Capt. Chilton Latham. 

No other daughters have been found recorded to John 
and Elizabeth Kingman. John Kingman died 9 Dec. 1690 
according to Inventory of his estate [Plymouth Probate, 
1:90]: "who being denied opportunity of making a writ- 
ten will did desire us to be helpful in disposal of his 
estate," signed Samuel Edson, Sr., James Keith, and Jo- 
siah Edson. The heirs mentioned were the widow, eldest 
son John, Henry, Samuel, and three daughters (their 
names not stated). Thus we know that when he died in 
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1690 he had only three daughters, evidently the three 
survivors of the four daughters recorded in Weymouth. 

It is evident from the material quoted and the vari- 
ous other articles checked that Mitchell was responsi- 
ble for this error and that all subsequent writers have 
been misled by him. A persistent search by the present 
writer has produced no evidence that John Kingman had a 
daughter who married Nathaniel? Packard. 

Let us now turn to Packard research. Unfortunately 
there is no birth, marriage or death record now extant 
for Nathaniel@ Packard. To complicate matters further, 
not one of his many children has been found recorded, 
nor do we know the order of their births. We can only 
estimate these from the dates of their marriages and 
from the death records of those whose age was given. 

We believe that Nathaniel had but one wife and that her 
name was Lydia, no evidence being found of any other. 

Nathaniel© Packard was born probably about 1659; 
died between Apr. 24, 1720, date of his will, and June 
5, 1721, date of probation [Plymouth Probate, 4:412]. 
We know from his will that he had at least thirteen 
children; four sons, Samuel, ‘Zacheus, George, and Fear- 
not; and nine daughters, Margaret, Sarah, Lidia, Faith- 
ful, Hannah, Deliverance, Elizabeth, Mary, and Deborah. 
He married about 1682 Lydia? Smith of Taunton, Mass. 
She was born about 1660-1, probably in Dedham or Rox- 
bury. There is no record of her death, but we know she 
died before her husband made his will Apr. 24, 1720, 
since there is no reference to her. Her last child was 
born about 1705. 

Lydia? Smith was the daughter of John Smith (son of 
Henry of Dedham and Medfield) by his first wife Lydia@ 
Eliot, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth Eliot of Rox- 
bury and niece of the Indian apostle John Eliot. It is 
interesting to note that John Smith married (2) Jael1e 
Packard, Nov. 15, 1672, a sister of Nathaniel, by whom 
he had at least four children. This created most pecu- 
liar relationships: Lydia's sister-in-law Jael became 
her stepmother and Jael's children were her half-broth- 
ers and sisters and her husband's (Nathaniel's) nephews 
and nieces. 

John© Smith died at Taunton, Mass., between June 5, 
1690, date of his will, and Jan. 12, 1691, date of pro- 
bation [Bristol County Probate, 1:47]. The will names 
sons John and Seth and mentions four daughters but not 
by name; also, Nicholas Jones, son of "my wife Jael." 

From the following deed we have proof that one of 
the daughters was named Lydia and that she was the wife 
of Nathaniel Packard of Bridgewater: 

Bristol County Deeds, 4:143: March 9, 1702: John 
Smith of Taunton, eldest surviving son of John Smith 
late of Taunton deceased, conveys to Nathaniel and 
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Lydia Packard of Bridgewater, heirs to the estate of 
John Smith, father of the said Lydia, one half share 
in Taunton North Purchase which is one half a right 
which originally belonged to John Smith deceased. 


BOWLBY OF MANSFIELD-WOODHOUSE, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND 
OF BURLINGTON, MORRIS, HUNTERDON, AND SUSSEX COUNTIES, 
N.J.: OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNA., AND OF NOVA SCOTIA 


By Lewis D. Cook, F.A.S.G., of Philadelphia 


Thomas Boulsby (Bowlby), of Mansfield-Woodhouse, in 
Nottinghamshire, England, married Martha Barker, daugh- 
ter of Samuel Barker of Barlbrough, in Derbyshire, 
Gent., as is evident from the latter's will dated 9 
Jan. 1724, proved 8 Jan. 1729, an abstract of which is 
published in N.J. Archives, 33:31. Thomas Boulsby emi- 
grated to Burlington Co., N.J., and died there testate 
between 23 Feb. and 18 Mar. 1730/1. His widow Martha 
Bowlby, eldest son Jordan Bowlby, and daughters Eliza- 
beth Bowlby, Martha Bowlby, and Jane wife of William 
Dalton, remained in Mansfield-Woodhouse, and gave their 
Letter of Attorney, dated 29 June 1743, to another son, 
Thomas Bowlby, of same place, to take up and sell their 
lands in West Jersey, which was recorded in West N.J. 
Deed Book GG:167. Accordingly, said Thomas Bowlby (2nd) 
as attorney for the widow and heirs of Thomas Bowlby 
deceased, viz., grandson Edward Bowlby of London, son 
of Jordan Bowlby decd., Elizabeth Bowlby, William Dal- 
ton and wife Jane, all of Great Britain, and George 
Bowlby and Richard Bowlby, both of Morris Co., N.Jd.,y 
the daughters and sons of Thomas Bowlby, deceased, con- 
veyed by his Deed of 14 May 1747 to another son, John 
Bowlby of Greenwich, "in the same County and Province" 
[Greenwich was in Sussex Co. after 1753, when that 
county was created from Morris], all the lands in New 
Jersey bequeathed by the Wills of Samuel Barker and 
Thomas Bowlby deceased; recorded in West N.J. Deed Book 
Q:10. 

The Will of Thomas Boulsby, "now of Burlington Coun- 
ty," N.J., dated 23 Feb. 1730/1 and proved 18 March 
1730/1, recites that "Whereas in Oct. 1727 there was 
surveyed to me, in Hunterdon County, 1550 acres of land, 
500 of which I sold to Abraham Hulings of Burlington, 
Esq., I now order the remainder sold to pay my debts." 
Bequeaths to son Thomas, now in Old England, land on a 
branch of Raritan River, in Hunterdon County, N.J.; to 
son George, land between Whipeney and Mary Bullis'; to 
son John his full quantity of land. Recites that fa- 
ther-in-law Samuel Barker in his Will gave 200 acres 
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in New Jersey to my children, Elizabeth, Martha, Jane 

and Richard. Appoints son John and friend Abraham Hu- 

lings, Esq., executors.—N. J. Archives, 30:54. 
Children of Thomas and Martha (Barker) Bowlby: 


i. Samuel Bowlby, named in grandfather Samuel Barker's 
will of 172h; d.y. 

ii. Jordan Bowlby, eldest son, d. in England between 17);3 
and 1747, aS appears from the Letter of Attorney and 
the Deed, supra. His son Edward Bowlby of London in 
1747 was living in 1779, when named in the Will of 
his uncle, John Bowlby, below. 

iii. George Bowlby, to whom his father bequeathed land in 
Morris Co., N.J., in 1731. He emigrated from Eng- 
land and was described as of Burlington Co., N.J., 
in the license of 17 Aug. 1737 for his marriage to 
Elizabeth Tonkin of same place (Ibid., 22:30). She 
was apparently the daughter Elizabeth named in the 
Will of John Tonkin of iy Cm Twp., Burlington 
Co., N.J., proved in 1735. (Cregar, Ancestry of 
James W, White, 1888, p. 35.) George and Elizabeth 


(Tonkin) Bowlby settled in Hanover Twp., Morris Co., 
N.J., where he d. testate between 27 Apr. and 30 Oct. 
1773, naming his sons as: 1-John Bowlby and wife 
Rachel and their daughter Martha Kingsland; 2-George 
Bowlby and his children Thomas, Elizabeth, and Jane; 
3-Thomas Bowlby (d. testate 1798); lh-Edward Bowlby 


and his children Elizabeth and Jane; 5-Samuel Bowlby 
(d. intestate 178); 6—-Charles Bowlby; and 7-Richard 
Bowlby.—N. J. Archives, 34:56; 38:0. Of these sons 
John, Edward and Charles were pro-British Loyalists 
and their properties in Morris Co., N.J., were con- 
fiscated and sold: see Collections of the N. J. Hist. 


Society, 10:31. 

iv. John Bowtoy, executor of father's Will in 1731; is said 
to have m. one Mary Lanning, dau. of some Joseph Lan- 
ning, in 173, but evidence is not found. The Joseph 
Lanning named a co-executor in the Will of John Bowl- 
by was protably the testator of Bethlehem Twp., Hun- 
terdon Co., N.J., 1814, q.v. in N.J. Archives, 2: 
248. John Bowlby d. testate in Mansfield Twp., Sus- 
sex Co., N.J., between 7 Dec. 1779 and 31 Dec. 1782, 
appointing his wife Mary Bowlby and friend Joseph 
Laning executors, and devising his estate to his 
children: 1-Samuel Bowlby and his children Mary, 
Hannah, Sarah, and Ann Bowlby; 2-John Bowlby and his 
children Mary, James and John Bowlby; 3-Thomas Bowl- 
by and his dau. Olive Bowlby; h-Hannah (Bowlby) Pal- 
mer and her children Philip, Mary Daley, Sarah, Ru- 
hamah, and Hannah Palmer; and 5-Sarah (Bowlby) Cole- 
man. He names also Edward, son of my brother "Gir- 
dan" (Jordan) Bowlby.—Ibid., 35:54. Of the above 
children, 1-Samuel Bowlby m. Elizabeth Davis; 2-John 
Bowlby m. Catharine Hornbaker; 3-Thomas Bowlby m. 
Sarah Cowell; l-Hannah Bowlby m. Edmond Palmer; and 
5-Sarah Bowlby m. Samuel Coleman. The baptisms of 
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some of their children, by the Church of England 
minister in Sussex Co., N.J., are found in his reg- 
ister, published in the Perna. Magazine of Hist. and 
Biog., vol. 12. — 
v. Thomas Bowlby, of whom an account will appear below. 
vi. Elizabeth Bowlby, named in her father's will of 1731; 
and as of Mansfield-Woodhouse, Notts, Eng., unm., 
in the Letter of Attorney of 1713 cited above; d. 
after 17,7. 
vii. Martha Bowlby, same as for Elizabeth above; but was 
not named in the Deed of 177, hence prob. was dead. 
viii. Jane Bowlby, named in father's Will of 1731; and in 
the Letter of Attorney of 173 as wife of William 
Dalton of Mansfield-Woodhouse, Notts, Eng.; d. after 
1747. They were m. there 11 Oct. 172 (Notts. Par- 
ish Registers, 13:59). 
ix. Richar y, named in father's Will of 1731; and in 
the Deed of 1717 as being then of Morris Co., N.J. 
He settled in that western part of Morris Co. which 
was set off as Sussex Co. in 1753, and was a justice 
of the peace in Mansfield-Woodhouse Twp. there, 
which was set off from Greenwich Twp. in 175), and 
was prob. named by him for his old home in England. 
Richard Bowlby joined the British Army at Pennington, 
N.J., in Dec. 1776, bringing 80 neighbors with him 
to the enemy ranks, including his son Abraham Bowlby. 
Richard Bowlby's farm was accordingly confiscated by 
the State of New Jersey. He and his wife and six 
children aged over ten years were living in Annapolis 
Co., New Brunswick, (then part of Nova Scotia), in 
178 with other Loyalists (Collections N.J. Hist. 
Soc., 10:31; N.Y. Gen. and Biog. Record, 33:Z16). 
One Abraham Bowlby and Sure late were m. 28 Feb. 
1779, according to the records of the United Breth- 
ren Church, Staten Island, N.Y. (N.Y. Gen. and Biog. 
Record, 39: :106). 


Thomas Bowlby (child v above) received by the Will 
of his father of 1731, lands on a branch of the Raritan 
River, in Hunterdon Co., N.J. He emigrated from Eng- 
land in 1743, or within two years after, as attorney 
for his father's heirs to sell his lands in New Jersey 
as stated above. 

Thomas Bowlby is described as of Morris Co., N.J., 
in the license of 10 June 1745 for his marriage to 
Catharine Fitzrandolph of Middlesex Co., N.J. (N. J. 
Archives, 22:30]. She was born 5 Nov. 1727, A 
of Moses and Rachel (Hull) Fitzrandolph of Piscataway 
Twp., Middlesex Co., N.J. [Fitzrandolph Genealogy, 1950, 
pp. 12 and 25; N. J. Archives, 32:116). 

Thomas Bowlby, of Morris Co., and Mary Tuley, of 
Burlington Co., widow, were married with a N.J. license 
of 12 June 1749 [Ibid.]. She, his second wife, was 
then widow of Thomas Tuley of Mansfield Twp., ee 
ton Co., N.J., who had died there testate in 1746 
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[Ibid., 30:490; 33:440]. She may have been the Mary 
Scott who married said Thomas Tuley with a license of 
13 Sept. 1729, which would prescribe her birth in 1712 
at latest, but Thomas Tuley may have married secondly 
a younger woman of same given name Mary. 

The estate of Thomas Bowlby is not found in the pro- 
bate records of Morris, Sussex, or Burlington Cos., N. 
J.; hence it appears that he was the man of this name 
who was nominated for Overseer of Roads in Richmond 
Precinct, Philadelphia Co., Penna., on 5 June 1759. By 
Deed of 17 July 17602, Jeremiah Elfreth of the City of 
Philadelphia, blacksmith, and wife Mary, conveyed to 
Thomas Bowlby of Richmond, in the Northern Liberties 
of said city, yeoman, for £1500, a 75-acre tract in 
said Richmond, extending from the Delaware River north- 
west to Frankford Creek [Phila. Deed Book, I-3:525]. 

Thomas Bowlby died there testate and was buried on 
20 Sept. 1789 in Christ Church cemetery in Philadelphia. 
His widow Mary Bowlby was buried likewise, on 24 July 
1793, according to the church register, ages not stat- 
ed. The Will of Thomas Bowlby of Richmond in the North- 
ern Liberties of the City of Philadelphia, yeoman, 
dated 14 Mar. 1789 and proved 23 Sept. 1789, names wife 
Mary; her daughter Martha Harrison; my daughters Martha 
Harrison, Rachel Wigfall, and Mary Rowland; grandchil- 
dren Catherine Wigfall, Priscilla and Mary Harrison, 
Thomas and Priscilla Rowland; and appoints daughters 
Martha Harrison and Rachel Wigfall executors ([Phila. 
Will Book, U:359]). By Deed of 15 Apr. 1795, Rachel 
Wigfall of the Northern Liberties, City of Philadelphia, 
widow, and Martha Harrison of Woodbury, Gloucester Co., 
N.J., widow, daughters and devisees named in the Will 
of Thomas Bowlby decd., divided the farm in Richmond 
Precinct equally between them, with entail to their 
heirs, excepting the part devised to Mary Rowland, the 
third daughter of the testator Thomas Bowlby decd. 
{Philadelphia Deed Book, GWR-1:380, with plot plan). 

Child of Thomas and Catharine (Fitzrandolph) Bowlby: 


i. Rachel Bowlby, b. 4 Sept. 1747 and d. Oct. 1822 per 
g-S. inscription in Christ Church cemetery, Phila- 
delphia; she m, at St. Paul's Episc. Ch., Philadel- 
phia, 9 May 1772 (Penna. Archives, 2:9:456), Samuel 
Wigfall, cutler, who was bur. I5 Sept. 1793 in said 
cemetery. Granddaughter Rachel Bowlby was named in 
the Will of Moses Fitzrandolph, abovesaid, dated and 
proved in 1752. One Edward G. A. Bowlby, not iden- 
tified here, an ironmonger and hardware merchant of 
Philadelphia, d. testate on 8 Oct. 182 aged 76 yrs. 
per g.s. inscription in Rachel (Bowlby) Wigfall's 
lot in Christ Church cemetery abovesd., and his wife 
Catherine (Wigfall) Bowlby b. 23 Feb. 1773 and d. 22 
Aug. 1850 per same. This Edward Bowlby and Catharine 
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Wigfall were m. 29 May 179i per the reg. of Christ 
Church, Philadelphia. 


Children of Thomas and Mary (Scott?)(Tuley) Bowlby: 


ii. Martha Bowlby, b. in 1750 or 1752; living in Woodbury, 
Gloucester Co., N.J., in 1795, and in Philadelphia 
when she was granted a pension as widow of a Revolu- 
tionary War soldier in 180 aged 88 yrs.; m. 1 Apr. 
1769 in Philadelphia (pension application), with a 
license of 29 Oct. 1768, as his second wife, William 
Harrison of Greenwich Twp., Gloucester Co., N.J.; 
(Capt. of Militia there in Col. Joseph Ellis' Regt. 
in the Rev. War, per Pension Application by his wid- 
ow), who d. in Apr. 1787 in Philadelphia, son of 
William and Ann (Hugg) Harrison. Said William Har- 
rison m, (1) Abigail Thorne with a N. J. license of 
6 Mar. 1759 (N.J. Archives, 22). By second wife 
Martha Bowlby, abovesaid, had issue: Priscilla Har- 
rison, b. 5 Sept. 1770; Maria Harrison, b. 16 Nov. 
1772, m. Thomas Wilkins; William Harrison, b. 28 Oct. 
1774, d. 28 May 181 per g.s. in Trinity Churchyard, 
Swedesboro, N.J.; Thomas Bowlby Harrison; Nancy Wash- 
ington Harrison, b. May 1777, d. 5 Apr. 1785; Joseph 
Harrison, b. 25 Dec. 1778, m. 30 Aug. 1803, Mary 
Crawford; and Samuel Harrison, b. 17 Jan. 1781 (data 
from pension application abovesaid; see also Joseph 
Harrison, Jr., The Iron Works and King Solomon, 
Philadelphia, 1869)> 

iii. Mary Bowlby, d. after 1789; m. at St. Paul's Epis. Ch. 
Philadelphia, 21 Feb. 1770 (Penna. Archives, 2:9: 
456) John Hamilton Kowland, of Whom no further rec- 
ord found here. 
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Finney-Phinney Families in America. Descendants of 
John Finney of Plymouth and Barnstable, Mass., and 
Bristol, R.I., of Samuel Finney of Philadelphia, Pa., 
and of Robert Finney of New London, Pa. From the note- 
books of Howard Finney, Sr. 1957. Cloth, 298 p. Fully 
indexed. Address Howard Finney, Jr., 33 Fairfield St., 
Montclair, N.J. 

This is a good example of what your reviewer likes 
to describe as a workmanlike genealogy; well arranged, 
well printed, highly condensed without inclusion of 
abstracts of wills and other documentary evidences, and 
with most lines brought down to a reasonably recent 
date. The elder Mr. Finney labored for years collect- 
ing the data, and they are well worth preservation. 

The major part of the book is devoted to the family 
of John Finney. Some of the lines were doubtless dif- 
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ficult to trace in the early generations, and the re- 
viewer's only disappointment is that miscellaneous un- 
placed data were omitted, as it might have been useful 
if they had been accorded a place in an appendix. We 
fail to find, therefore, Ebenezer Ward Finney and his 
sister Mary (b. 1762, m. James Finch), whose mother was 
certainly a daughter of Ebenezer Ward and quite prob- 
ably a first wife of Solomon Finney (No. 137, p. 17). 
This Solomon's wife is stated as Tamar June, b. 1/39; 
but Tamar was still unmarried in 1768 at the age of 29 
when Solomon was already 44, so it seems likely that he 
had been married before. Also omitted is the John Fin- 
ney who died at Redding, Conn., 1761, leaving a widow 
(Mabel Hall) and younz children, at least Jesse and Sa- 
rah; could John have been No. 138, p. 8, with a second 
wife? 

Every family has its "strays" who are hard to place 
and it is merely the reviewer's hard luck that the Fin- 
neys he had hoped to find seem to be numbered among the 
lost sheep. On page 18 the child whose name is render- 
ed "Sedulhan" is printed "Seduthan" in Stamford Regis- 
tration, probably a misreading for "Jeduthan." 


Descendants of Samuel Hills. A Supplement to The 
Hills Family in America, W.S. Hills and Thomas Hills 
(Published 1906). By Winifred Lovering Holman, S.B., 
F.A.S.G. Compiled by the author for Francis J. Hills 
of Rahway, N.J. 1957. Cloth, 97 pe Indexed. 

This Hills family was a most difficult one to trace 
in its early generations, and Mrs. Holman deserves the 
highest credit for her pertinacity and perspicacity in 
following the slender threads of evidence until she had 
assembled sufficient to prove the line. As is usual in 
the books she has compiled, the documentary sources are 
fully cited. The reviewer is pleased that the author 
accepts his conclusion (in the William Hills family in 
Hale, House and Related Families) that the John Hill of 
Saybrook who married a widow Bushnell and had a son 
Samuel was not identical with John son of William Hillis 
of Hartford. She goes a step further and does not ac- 
cept the Samuel born in Saybrook as identical with the 
Samuel Hills of Duxbury, Mass., who moved to Lebanon, 
Conn., and founded the family of which this book treats. 
Although one line of descent is specifically traced, 
much is given on collaterals. 

Appendices deal with John Hill of Saybrook; Philip 
Leonard of Duxbury, father-in-law of Samuel Hills and 
a neglected member of the Leonard family of Taunton; 
and the ancestry of Hannah (Brown) Hills of Colchester. 

This is a volume which might well serve as a case 
book for advanced genealogical students, showing not 
only sources but the time, effort and patience required. 
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The Ancestors and Descendants of Ephraim Forbes and 
Amy Fitch. Compiled by Clarence W. Vogel. 1957. 156 
pe in heavy folder. $7.00; address author, 126 West 
High Street, Plymouth, Ohio. Illustrated; indexed. 

The ancestry is arranged in sections, each with sep- 
arate Pagination. Perhaps the most valuable section is 
XI, which lists the descendants of Ephraim Forbes, born 
at Preston, Conn., 19 May 1771, by his wife Amy Fitch, 
since these records are based on family sources and the 
compiler's research. The two previous sections carry 
some descendants of Ephraim and Amy through other daugh- 
ters; section XI deals with descendants of the daughter 
who married Frederick Vogel, from Germany. 

Some of the other sections contain matter of family 
interest, but those tracing different ancestral lines 
are based mainly on printed sources. One unfortunate 
inclusion is the alleged descent of James Leonard of 
Taunton from the Dacre Lennards, for which no evidence 
of any kind has ever been produced and which is con- 
trary to the excellent account left in old age by James 
Leonard's own daughter (see The American Genealogist, 
10:162-166, 200-201). — 


Descendants of Abraham Reynolds and Maria Strever of 
Washington County, N.Y. Compiled by Neil B. Reynolds, 
Scotia, N.Y., September 1952. Paper, 35 large pages, 
lithographed. Not indexed. 

This is another of those useful listings, which will 
become more useful with the passing ol the years, of 
the descendants to date of some forebear born 150 to 
200 years ago; and despite the fact that Abraham6 Rey- 
nolds, born in Dutchess County, N.Y., 10 Sept. 1785, 
had twelve children, it is one of the most complete 
listings we have seen. 

Up to the turn of the century it was possible to 
compile a reasonably complete genealogy of the descen- 
dants, at least in the male line, of early American 
colonists. It is no longer possible, without a life- 
time of labor and the prohibitive cost of a multiple- 
volume family history. We must expect more of these 
partial genealogies. 


The Royal Ancestry of George Washington Parke Cus- 
tis. By Milton Rubincam. Reprinted from The Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography, April 1957. 

Mr. Custis, stepgrandson and adopted son of George 
Washington and father-in-law of Gen. Robert E. Lee, 
was maternally the grandson of Benedict Swingate alias 
Calvert, acknowledged illegitimate son of the 5th Lord 
Baltimore, whose maternal grandmother was Charlotte 
Fitzroy, one of the acknowledged illegitimate children 
of King Charles II by Barbara Villiers. 
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Certainly the American Calverts and their progeny of 
other surnames can claim a nearer descent from royalty 
than most Americans can. Most of the royal descents we 
see claimed look attenuated by comparison. The seize 
quartiers of Charles II are given, a good start towards 
his descent from all the ruling families of Europe. 

Vr. Rubincam states that Charles II had fifteen il- 
legitimate children. The figure is gained by including 
the sister of the Duke of Monmouth who, although her 
mother was Lucy Walters, may not have been the daughter 
of the youthful prince who became Charles II. But if 
Mr. Rubincam was generous as to the number of children, 
he was a bit niggardly in allowing the gay monarch but 
five mistresses, for according to my count, he had is- 
sus by seven. It may be mentioned in passing that the 
first child of Barbara Villiers (Anne "Fitzroy," Count- 
ess of Sussex), although acknowledged by Charles II as 
his child by a royal warrant in 1673, may actually have 
been Barbara's child by her Palmer husband. Burke's 
Peerage, under the title Hampden, with rare caution, 
calls her "Lady Anne Palmer alias Fitzroy, dau. of Bar- 
bara, Duchess of Cleveland" [see editions from 1929 to 
1953]. If she was really a Palmer, she may well be the 
only legitimate child in human history who was bastard- 
ized by adoption. 

It may not be generally known that the 4th Lord Bal- 
timore had an illegitimate daughter Anne or Nancy who 
married a Rolt in England and became ancestress of J. 
Horace Round, tne noted English genealogist; who, how- 
ever, did not share the royal Stuart line which came 
through the wife of the 4th Lord Baltimore. 


The Manchester Public Libraries. Reference Library 
Subject Catalogue. Section 929: Genealogy. Part 2: 
Parish Registers, Wills. Manchester, 1957. 40 p. 
Paper. Price: $4.00. 

With this section of the catalogue we begin to visu- 
alize the riches which the Manchester Library offers to 
the genealogist. Certainly the Library must have in 
its collection virtually all the English parish regis- 
ters which have been published. But that is not all, 
because they have also many typescript copies of regis- 
ters, and some microfilm copies, and that is especially 
true of Lancashire, in which Manchester is located. ‘he 
probate too is not limited to printed books of wills, 
for we find such items as "Index to Lancashire and 
Cheshire wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Can- 
terbury, 1383-1604." 

As for the usefulness of the catalogue itself, at 
the end is an index of places appearing in the titles, 
thus providing a comprehensive list of parish registers 
which are in print as well as some others available in 
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typescript. Nevertheless, despite the usefulness of 
the catalogue as a guide to what English registers may 
be found in print, it should not be forgotten that this 
is a catalogue and not a bibliography. A few registers 
have been printed in periodicals, hence we do not find 
listed Minsden Chapel, Hitchin, Herts, which appeared in 
The Herts Genealogist and Antiquary. ‘The same is true 
of a few resisters which have appeared, at least par- 
tially, in American magazines, such as the marriages 
from 1605 to 1625 in four London churches (St. Mary le 
Strand, St. Mary Whitechapel, St. Dunstan in the East, 
ana St. Saviour's, Southwark) in the New York Gen. and 
Biog. Record, vols. 18-29. 

The cataloguing is again the work of Mr. G.E. Haslam 
and the editing of the book is excellent. I suppose it 
is ungenerous even to mention a single typographical 
error which happened to catch my eye; the name Stewke- 
ley, Bucks, while correct in the catalogue, is mis- 
spelled in the index. 


The Hoskins Genealogist. Number 3, July 1957. Bi- 
annual, $1.00 for two years. George E. Russell, Editor, 
F. 0. Box 362, Milan, Ohio. 

Various Hoskins problems are discussed and data giv- 
en. On p. 11 it is stated with regard to the Taunton 
Hoskins-Haskins family, "there is no documentary evi- 
dence that Richard and John were among the sons of Wil- 
liam Hoskins~ of Plymouth, Mass." This, I believe, is 
true. But does not the writer overlook the will of 
Nicholas Hodges alias Miller, dated 24 Oct. 1665, which 
gave specified personal property to John Hoskins, to 
William Hoskins, Jr., and to Mary Cobb? The will was 
witnessed by William Hoskins, doubtless Sr., since Jr. 
did not marry until 1677. ‘There is no dispute that 
William Jr. was son of William Sr.; Mary Hoskins had 
married in 1660 Edward Cobb; John is the other Hoskins 
legatee. It would seem that these legacies were made 
to three of the children of an intimate friend, the 
William Hoskins who was present and witnessed the will. 
This constitutes strong evidence, even if short of ac- 
tual proof, that John was son of William; and Richard 
is called brother by John in his will 


Aktuelle Themen zur Genealogie. Herausgegeben von 
der Deutschen Arbeitgemeinschaft genealogischer Ver- 
bande. Heft l. C. A. Starke-Verlag, Glicksburg, 
Ostsee, 1957. Paper, 56 p. 

Of special interest is Dr. Rudolf Fussganger's paper 
on "Unebenburtige Nachkommen der Dynasten von Eppstein 
bis zur Gegenwart." The noble line had died out as to 
males by 1581, when its possessions had passed by mar- 
riage to the Counts of Stolberg, 
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THE AMERICAN DEKAY FAMILY 


By George E. McCracken, Ph.D. 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 


(Concluded from Vol. 33, p. 231) 


1l. Hillegonde? DeKay, fourth _child and eldest 
daughter of Jacobus@ DeKa (Jacob!) by his wife Sarah 
Willett, was baptized on 6 Aug. 1699 and was still liv- 
ing on 25 Noy. 1733. She married as third and last 
wife Richard Edsall, son of Samuel! Edsall by his wife 
Ruth Woodhull, who was baptized at the Bergen Dutch 
Church 2 April 1683, perhaps then somewhat older than a 
newborn infant. He had married first, on 16 Jan. 1712/ 
13, at the Presbyterian Church, Newtown, Long Island, 
Kezia Ketcham, daughter of Philip and Martha (Betts) 
Ketcham, on whom see Herbert F. Seversmith, Colonial 
Families of Long Island, New York, and Connecticut, 4: 
1717-17183; second, about 1714, Anna Lawrence, daughter 
of Thomas2 Lawrence (Thomas!) by his second wife Fran- 
cina Berry (previously wife of Michael Smith), baptized 
at Hackensack Dutch Church, 29 June 1695. No probate 
has been found for this Richard Edsall or for any of 
his three wives. After one child by each of the first 
two wives, Richard Edsall's later children were all by 
Hillegonde DeKay. 

Issue: surname Edsall 


i. anne4, bapt. Hackensack, 30 July 1721. 

ii. Richard, bapt. Hackensack, 17 Mar. 1723; d. Goshen, N. 
Y., 180, without probate. His final wife and widow 
was Isabella ( ), widow of Richard Gardner and 
perhaps widow, earlier, of John Simpson. There were 
no children of Richard and Isabella Edsall. Richard 
Edsall had, in all probability, married and had issue 
before his marriage to Isabella. The DeKay-Gilder 
manuscript says that Richard Edsall m. Thomp- 
son, a point on which the present compiler can say 
nothing. He has reason to suspect, however, that 
Richard Edsall had m. a daughter of Michael Jackson 
of Orange County, but the evidence is far from satis- 
factory. 

iii. Jacobus, bapt. Hackensack, 3 Jan. 1725; d. Walkill, N. 
Y., 1801, intestate; m. (1) Charlotte Barton; (2) 
Hannah Post; and, perhaps, (3) Hannah McWhorter. He 
was a captain in the Revolution. 

iv. Samuel, bapt. Hackensack 1), Nov. 1726; d. Goshen, N.Y., 
1786, testate, leaving wife Abigail and two sons. 

v. Thomas, bapt. Hackensack, 27 Sept.1728; d. before 27 

May 1733. 
vi. Thomas, bapt. Hackensack, 27 May 1733; d. unm. Newtown, 
22 Oct. 1758. 


| 
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vii. John, bapt. New York Dutch Church, 25 Nov. 1733, liv- 
ing 1766. The DeKay-Gilder manuscript says he m. 
Minthorne Belville, New Jersey, which may mean that 
he m, Minthorne of Bellville, N.J. Of him we 
have found no further evidence. 


12. Mary3 DeKay, daughter of Jacobus DeKay (Jacob!) 
by his wife Sarah Willett, died after 5 May 1759. Her 
baptism has not been found. She married, first, at 
Hackensack, 27 Dec. 1726, Samuel3 Edsall (John“, Sam- 
uell), who died between 20 Aug. and 2 Sept. 1750, tes- 
tate (N. J. Wills, 2:160 f.); second, James Bank, wid- 
ower, at Schraalenburg Dutch Church, 14 Aug. 1753, and 
was called Mary Bank in the will of her son James dated 
5 May 1759. There was no issue by her second husband. 

Issue: by first marriage, surname Edsall 


i. Johns, no baptism found, eldest son in father's will; 
m. Elizabeth Comstock, according to the DeKay-Gilder 
manuscript. 

ii. Sarah, bapt. Hackensack, 22 Apr. 1728, probably d. vita 
tris; m. before 1750, Job Smith. 
Jacobus, bapt. Hackensack, 19 Mar. 1732, d. unm., tes- 
tate, will dated 5 May 1759, probated 7 Dec. 1764 
(N. J. Wills, 4:126). 
iv. Charity, Dapt. Hackensack, 21 Oct. 1733, d. vita pa- 
tris. 
v. Elizabeth, bapt. Hackensack, 1) Dec. 1735; m. 5 Aug. 
1753, at Schraalenburg, Antelbee Earle, son of Edward 
Earle and Elizabeth Frans. 
vi. Mary, bapt. Hackensack, 25 Dec. 1737; m. James Wendell 
by N. Y. license dated 2 Mar. 1759, but he is called 
Abraham Wendell in the baptismal records of his chil- 
dren. 
vii. Frances, bapt. Schraalenburg, 15 July 1739; probably 
m. William Byvanck by N. Y. lic. dated 22 July 1765. 
viii. Catrina, bapt. Hackensack, 23 Dec. 171; m. Charles 
Wiggins, 31 May 1762, at Schraalenburg. 
ix. Antjen, bapt. Hackensack, 17 July 1743; m. Abel Smith, 
by N. J. lic. dated Oct. 1763, at Schraalenburg, 2h 
Oct. 1763. 
x. Joanna (twin), bapt. Hackensack, 9 Feb. 176; m. Hen- 
drick Banta, 15 June 1766. 
xi. Helena (twin), bapt. Hackensack, 9 Feb. 176, not liv- 
ing 5 May 1759. 
xii. Samuel, bapt. Hackensack, 5 Nov. 179; d. testate, with 
wife Naomi, will dated 17 Feb. 1809, probated 5 June 
1809 (N. J, Wills, 11:115). 


iii. 


Eleanor? DeKay, daughter of Jacobus< DeKay (Ja- 
cobl ) by his wife Sarah Willett, has not been found a- 
mong baptisms. She married, first, Petrus+ DeReimer 
(Isaac3, Pieter“, Isaacl), baptized 22 Jan. 1690. On 
the DeReimers see New York Gen. and Biog. Record, 36: 


8-10. The will of Pieter DeReimer of New York, mer- 
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chant, dated 17 Dec. 1725, probated 31 Mar. 1726 [Wills 
2:334)], names executors friends Mr. Richard Ashfield, 
Mr. Stephen Bayard; sister Margaretta DeReimer; brother 
Steenwyck DeReimer; well-beloved wife Elinor DeReimer; 
and son Isaac Dekeimer; witnesses: Rip Van Dam Jr., A. 
DePeyster Jr. She married second, Joseph Morris of 
Bergen County, gent. Eleanor DeKey, widow of Joseph 
Morris, witnessed a baptism on 28 Jan. 1738. The will 
of Joseph Morris of Bergen County was probated in both 
New York and New Jersey in 1734 [N.Y. Wills, 3:339; N. 
J. Wills, 2:344J: mentions mother Rebeckah Anderson; 
wife Eleanor Mores; daughter Rebeckah; son William, son 
Jacobus, and an unborn child; son-in-law [i.e. stepson] 
Isaac DeReimer; sisters Rebeckah, Hannah, Sarah; execu- 
tors: wife Elenor, Thomas DeKay, Jeams Hasyard; witnes- 
ses: Jere Bleke, St. George Talbot, Richard Edsall. The 
New York abstract maintains that the widow had by 1741 
become the wife of Thomas DeKay, whereas the New Jersey 
abstract omits this difficult fact. It seems certain 
that no such marriage had occurred, since the only 
Thomas DeKays available were her brother and her neph- 
ew! We think it probable that Joseph Morris's children 
Rebeckah and William were by an earlier wife, but Jaco- 
bus is a name that strongly suggests the DeKay blood. 
Issue: by first husband, surname DeReimer 


a. Isaac!, bapt. 10 Nov. 1725; named in Joseph Morris's 
will as son-in-law. The author of the DeReimer ar- 
ticle cited did not discover any further history of 
this man. 


Issue: by second husband, surname Morris 


ii. Jacobus, b. before 173). 
iii. Child, possibly b. posthumously ca. 173). 


14. Major George4+ DeKay, son, presamiy eldest, of 
Col. Thomas3 DeKay (Jacobus¢, Jacobl) by his wife Chris- 
tiana Duncan, was born 11 Apr. 1728, died 26 Nov. 1757 
at the early age of 29. He was an officer in the Orange 
Horse Guards commanded by his father. He married on 9 
Oct. 1754, place unknown, Juliana Gale, born 11 April 
1735, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Gale of Goshen, 
N.Y. For her parentage see Wills, 5:159; Fernow, Cal- 
endar, p. 159, no. 687. She married, second, by New 
York license dated 30 Jan. 1761, James Howell; and, 
third, Pierson, and was called Juliana Pierson 


in her son's will in 1802. George DeKay was already 
dead when his father made his will in 1757, but admin- 
istration was not granted to the widow until 12 June 
1758 [Wills, 5:434]. The heirs of George are named in 
the wills of both Thomas DeKay and his daughter Sarah 
Arnold. 
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Issue: 


i. Juliana?, b. 22 June 1755, bapt. 10 Nov. 1755, place 
unknown; d. 26 Apr. 1839 aet. 8 at Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
m. by N.Y. lic. dated 9 May 1772 Capt. James Bunyan, 
who d. 2 Sept. 1839, alleged to have been descended 
from the author of Pilgrim's Progress. 
25 ii. George, b. 22 Sept. 1757; d. 18 Oct. 1802 aet. U5. 


15. Jacobus+ DeKay, second son of Col. Thomas? De- 
Kay (Jacobus‘, Jacob!) by his wife Christiana Duncan, 
was married by New York license dated 27 Aug. 1761 to 
Hannah Clowes, and he died in 1806. On 29 May 1771 he 
was an administrator of the estate of Caleb Wiley 
(Wills, 7:471]. In 1790 he was living at Shawangunk, 
Ulster County, N.Y. (3/0/2/4), the only DeKay then 
listed in the state. 

Issue: 


i. James? , pevertes to have had a son James® and grandson 
Edward!. 
ii. Hannah, m. Francis Drake of Michigan. 


16. Thomas+ DeKay, son of Col. Thomas DeKay (Jaco- 
bus¢, Jacob+) by his wife Christiana Duncan, was men- 
tioned in the will of his father in 1757 and in that of 
his sister Sarah Arnold in 1768. [In the latter he is 


said to have then had a daughter Sarah. This Sarah De- 
Kay may have been singled out for special mention as 
the namesake of her aunt, so that there is here no 
proof that in 1768 Thomas had no other children. This 
Thomas is described as great-grandfather of Henry B. 
DeKay in J. P. Snell's History of Sussex and Warren 
Counties, New Jersey, p. 355, but the name of his wife 
is not given. — of the aunts of the said Henry B. 
DeKay was Sarah DeKay who married Joseph Edsall of 
Vernon, N.J. Among their Edsall descendants is a tra- 
ditional statement that the present Thomas was born in 
1732, died 12 Feb. 1810, was a captain in the New York 
provincial troops, and had a wife Mary who died 21 Dec. 
1820. The will of Nathaniel Roe of Goshen, dated 7 
Aug. 1770 (Wills, 13:245] mentions his daughter Mary 
DeKay, husband not named. It is probable that this 
Thomas did marry Mary Roe. On the other hand, there is 
on file in the Iowa Department of History and Archives 
a clipping, no. 4541, printed in 1939 and probably in 
The Hartford Times, in which the unknown contributor 
assigns to this Thomas DeKay a wife named Rebecca Roe, 
and gives them the following children: Rebecca, Samuel, 
Julia, Fannie, Katherine Jane (she born 31 May 1821: 
should this rather be her date of death?), Nathaniel, 
Joseph. Against the claim of this contributor it may 
be stated that the daughter of Nathaniel Roe who mar- 
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ried a DeKay was named Mary, not Rebecca; for his clain, 
it may be stated that the list of children furnished by 
the contributor shows affinity with the Roe family to a 
greater extent than does that supplied for the same ger- 
eration in Snell's History. 

Issue: 


i. Thomas>, m. Hannah Blain, b. ca. 1763, d. 1 Mar. 1848 
aet. 85. Issye: 
1. Charles’, m. Clarissa Seeley. Their daughter 
Julia’, b. Vernon, N.J., 13 Sept. 1617, d. 
3 Mar. 1902, m. 30 Sept. 1845, near Warwick, 
N.Y., Leonard Godfrey (N.Y. Gen. & Biog. Rec- 
2. Polly, m. Charles Welling of Warwick. 
3. Sarah, b, 13 Mar. 1790; d. 18 Dec. 1855; m. 
Joseph Edsall, b. 12 July 1783, d. S Apr. 
1833, son of Richard Edsall (Jecobush, Hil- 
legonde3 DeKay, Jacobus¢, Jacob+). 
4. Hannah, m. John Sly. 
S. Thomas Blain, b. 26 Feb. 1792; d. 3 Sept. 1863; 
m. (1) 26 Nov. 181, Clarissa Sharp, who d. 
15 Feb. 1828, mother of nine, on whom see J. 
P, Snell, History of Sussex and Warren Coun- 
ties, p. 358. — 
6. Julia, m. Ross Winans. 
7. Frances, m. David Hynard. 
8. Catherine, m. (1) Henry W. McCamly, (2) Rodman 
McCamly, by 15 Mar. 1797, d. 3 Dec. 1870 at 
Vernon, N.J. (see Portrait and Biog. Rec. of 
Orange County, New York 1595, p. 1f38}— = 
m, mM. chel Edsall. 
10. John, d. in infancy. 
1l. Joseph, d. in infancy. 
ii. Nathaniel, m. Rebecca Lobdun. 
iii. Mary, m. (1) Joseph Roe, (2) Jacob Maybee. 
iv. Christiana, m. Nathaniel Wheeler of Long Island. 
v. Sarah, b. William Baird. 
vi. Julia, m. Richard Kimber. 
vii. Elizabeth, m. Daniel Jessup of Long Island. 
viii. Jane, m. Thomas Jones of Philadelphia. 


17. William Willett4 DeKay, son of Col. Thomas? De- 
Kay (Jacobus¢, Jacob! ) by his wife Christiana Duncan, 
was born in 1735, died in 1816, a resident of Cold 
Spring, Long Island. He is mentioned in the will of 
his father in 1757 and four of his children are named 
in the will of his sister Sarah Arnold in 1768. He 
married Mary Armstrong who is described in the DeKay- 
Gilder manuscript as daughter of an Irishman, cousin of 
James Clinton. 

Issue: 


, Thomas” , m. Hester Edsel; mentioned in Sarah Arnold's 
will. 
ii. George, m. (1) Martha Benjamin, (2) Temperance Morris; 
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mentioned in Sarah Arnold's will. 
iii. William Willett, m. Charlotte McWhorter. 
iv. Mary, m. Moses Reynolds. 
v. Christiana, m. William Scott. 
vi. Enos, m. Ellen Reeder. 
vii. Elizabeth, d. y. 
viii. Francis, m. Mary McWhorter. 


18. Michael DeKay, son of Col. Thomas? DeKay (Ja- 
cobus¢, Jacob+) by his wife Christiana Duncan, was men- 
tioned in the will of his father in 1757 and in that of 
his sister Sarah Arnold in 1768. He was recorded in 
1800 as living in Goshen (males: 1 above 45, 1 10-16; 
females: 2 under 10, 1 16-26, 1 26-45). He afterwards 
lived in Sullivan County, N.Y. He married Bridget El- 
lison, born 1746 in Sussex County, N.J., died at White 
Lake, Sullivan Co., N.Y., 7 Apr. 1821. In 1810 she was 
a member of the White Lake Presbyterian Church. 


Frances?, m. (1) Crooker, (2) ——— Nelson. 

Christina, m. Enos Case. 

Elizabeth, m. Reeder. 

Margaret, m. Tibbetts of Katskill, N.Y. 

Charles, d. at Old Bethel, Sullivan Co., N.Y., 9 Mar. 
1859 aet. 70/11; resided at White Lake. 

Richard. A younger Richard DeKay, b. 1816, d. 1895, m. 
Jane D'Abron, b. 182), d. 1900, recorded in White 
Lake church records. 


19. Jane+ De ay, daughter of Col. Thomas3 DeK ay 
(Jacobus?, Jacob~+) by his wife Christiana Duncan, was 
born in 1724 and was mentioned in the will of her fa- 
ther in 1757 and in that of her sister Sarah Arnold in 
1768. She married first, by New York license dated 11 
Mar. 1757, Jacob Morris, at Trinity Church, New York, 
19 Mar. 1757. In the DeKay-Gilder manuscript his name 
appears as William Maurice, though the compiler was 
aware that the marriage record was as given above. She 
married second, John Everitt. 

Issue: surname Morris or Maurice 


i. Christian>, b. before 1768; m. (1) Col. Johnson; 
(2) Lord. 
ii. Jacob, b. before 1768; d. unm. 
iii. Sarah, b. before 1768; m. Cornelius Brown or Bruyn, of 
New Hurley, N.Y. 


20. Christiana+ DeKay, daughter of Col. Thomas3 De- 
Kay by his wife Christiana Duncan, was mentioned in the 
will of her father in 1757 and was married by New York 
license dated 3 June 1757 to Samuel Gale. The DeKay- 
Gilder manuscript appears to be confused as to her chil- 
dren but the following list is possibly correct. 


Issue: 

Vv. 

vi. 
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Issue: surname Gale 


i. Jacob, m, Mary Baker. 

ii. Christiana, m. (1) John Beekman; (2) Peter R. Ludlow. 
iii. Henry A., b. 17 Aug. 1763; m. Cornelia Rutgers. 

iv. Dorothy, m. Verdi. 

v. Samuel, m. Howell. 


Elizgbeth+ DeKay, daughter of Col. Thomas? De- 
Kay (Jacobus‘, Jacob? ) by his wife Christiana Duncan, 
was mentioned in the will of her father in 1757 and in 
that of her sister Sarah Arnold in 1768. She married 
at an unknown place on 31 Mar. 1764, Dr. Ananias Cooper 
and with him resided from 1775 or earlier until 1784 at 
Rhinebeck Flats, Dutchess Co., N.Y. In March of the 
latter year they were received by certificate at the 
New York Dutch Church from Rhinebeck Flats. When they 
died is unknown. 

Issue: order unknown, surname Cooper 


Thomas? , m. Catherine Colden. 
ii. Charles William DeKay, m. Margaret Taylor. 
John, d. unm, 
George Duncan, m. Catherine Bayard. 
Henry Arnold, b. before 20 July 1768 when mentioned in 
Sarah Arnold's will; d. unm. 
William Ludlow, d. unm. 
Margriet, b. 5 May 1775, bapt. Rhinebeck Flats 22 Jan. 
1776; m. Charles McEvers. 
Gabriel Ludlow, b. 21 Apr. 1777, bapt. Rhinebeck Flats 
8 June 1777. 
Joseph Conklin, twin, b. 20 Dec. 1778, bapt. Rhinebeck 
Flats 7 Feb. 1779; m. Dorothea Staples. 

Christine Elizabeth, twin, b. 20 Dec. 1775, bapt. 
Rhinebeck Flats 7 Feb. 1779; m. William Bache. 
Lafayette, b. 3 Aug. 1782, bapt. Rhinebeck Flats 29 

Sept. 1782; d. unm. 
Henriette, b. 5 Oct. 1786, bapt. Rhinebeck Flats 16 
Nov. 1787; d. in infancy. 


22. Mary4t DeKay, daughter of Col. Thomas DeKay 
(Jacobus¢, Jacob~) by his wife Christiana Duncan, was 
born 10 Mar. 1744 and died 18 Aug. 1827 aet. 83. On 29 
Apr. 1770 she married by New York license dated the day 
previous, William Thompson, born 15 June 1746, died 2) 
Nov. 1831 aet. 85/5/8, son of William Thompson, Esq., a 
native of Donegal, Ireland, born 18 Mar. 1720, died 30 
July 1772. 

Issue: surname Thompson 


i. William Maurice, b. 23 Feb. 1771; d. 1833. 
ii. Thomas, b. 12 Jan. 177h. 
iii. Christiana, b. 12 Mar. 1775. 

iv. Charles, b. 7 Sept. 1776; d. 29 Oct. 1821. 


i 
Vv 
vi 
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v. William, b. 3 Dec. 1783; m. Sarah Augusta Cunningham. 
vi. Maria, b. 18 Dec. 1785; m. Joseph Miller. 


23. Hillegonda or Hilco or Hilah4 DeKay, daughter 
of Col. Thomas} DeKay (Jacobus@, Jacob!) by his wife 
Christiana Duncan, married in 1770 Absalom> Townsend 
(Henry+, Henry’, Henry, Henryl) of Albany and died in 
1815. On the Townsends see [Charlotte Amelia Townsend, 
compiler], A Memorial of John, Henry, and Richard Town- 
send and their Descendants (New York, 1865}, p. 190. 

Issue: surname Townsend 


Charles DeKay”, M.D., d. 18 Dec. 18— act. 69/8; m. 
Maria Fondey. 
Henry Arnold, m., Elizabeth Moffatt. 
Robert, m. Susan Seely. 
Solomon, m. Mary E, Cannon. 
Absalom, m. Elizabeth Lansing. 
Frances, m. Joseph T. Clement. 
Christina, m. Jonas Seely. 
Sarah Maria, m. Sargent Page. 
Helen Ann DeKay, m. Asa Gardner. 
x. Hannah, d. in infancy. 
xi. Hannah, m. William Noyes. 
xii. Martha, m. Isaac Fondey. 


24. France s+ DeKay, third daughter of that name of 
Col. Thomas} DeKay (Jacobus, Jacobl) by his wife Chris 
tiana Duncan, was mentioned as already living in the 
will of her father in 1757 but was omitted from the 
will of her sister Sarah Arnold in 1768. She married 
by New York license dated 29 Sept. 1772, Nicholas De- 
Peyster. 

Issue: surname DePeyster 


i. William?, bapt. 8 Aug. 1773; d. before 7 Nov. 1790. 

ii. Nicholas, bapt. 15 Oct. 1775; d. young. 
iii. Jane, b. 3 Sept., bapt. 3 Oct., 178; m. Richard Arden. 
iv. William, b. 7 Nov. 1790, bapt. 19 Jan. 1791. 

v. George, m. Lydia Jackson of Brooklyn. 


25. Captain George? DeKay, only son of Major Georget 
DeKay by his wife Juliana Gale, was born 22 Sept. 1757, 
baptized at an unknown church on 25 Nov. 1757. He mar- 
ried at Lisbon, Portugal, in 1791, Catherine Coleman, 
born in 1776 in County Cork, Ireland, died 26 Feb. 1806 
aet. 30, daughter of James Coleman. 

George DeKay was a mariner and lived much of his 
life abroad. He died 18 Oct. 1802 aet. 45 in New York 
State, from a skull fracture sustained while fishing. 
His will, dated 14 Apr. 1800, probated 24 Oct. 1802 
(New York Gen. & Biog. Record, 57:103], mentions wife 
Catherine, son James Elsworth DeKay, daughter Juliana 
DeKay, and alludes to the possibility of other children. 
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He names his mother as Catherine Pierson. As custodian 
of his minor children, he names William Howell, mer- 
chant, Robert Morris; witnesses: Edward W. Ligul, Dan- 
iel D. Tompkins, John W. Gibson. 

Issue: 


i. James Elsworth®, b. Lisbon, Portugal, 12 Oct. 1792; d. 
Oyster Bay, N.Y., 21 Nov. 1851; physician and natur- 
alist. He m. on 31 July 1831 Janet Eckford, b. 13 
Feb. 1802, d. 25 Sept. 185), daughter of the ship- 
builder Henry Eckford (on whom see Dict. of apersean 
Biog. 6:4 f.) by his wife Marion Bedell. “On Jame 
Elsw orth DeKay see ibid. 5:203; Nat. Encycl. pony 
Biog. 9:20h.. Issuez 
Marion’, b. 8 Oct. 1832; m. 7 Oct. the 

Rev. Edwin Harwood, rector of Trinity Church, 
New Haven. 
James, b. 23 May 1834; m. 21 Nov. 1866, Laura 
Tompkins; resided in 1899 in Marion, Mass. 
Pauline, b. 8 Feb. 1836; d. 30 Mar. 1836. 
Henry Eckford, b. 19 Feb. 1837; d. 27 Apr. 
1853 at Savannah, Ga. 
—— Archer, b. 25 Feb. 1838; d. 10 Oct. 
1850. 
Janet, b. 9 June 1839; m. 6 June 1865, Corne- 
lius L. King of New York. 
b. 27 Oct. d. 2 Sept. 185k. 
Eliza, b. 30 May 18h; d. 30 Nov. 1860. 
ii. Johannah, b. 18 Oct. 17933 d. 25 Jan. 187k at Paris; 
m. Charles Augustus Davis. 
iii. Elizabeth, d. in infancy before date of father's will. 
26 iv. George Coleman, b. New York City, 5 Mar. 1802. 


26. Georg Coleman® DeKay, second son of George> 
DeKay (George+, Thomas’, Jacobus@, Jacobl) by his wife 
Catherine Coleman, was born in New York City 5 March 
1802, died in Washington, D.C., Jan. 1849, obituary 
printed in National Intelligencer, 3 Feb. 1849. Having 
lost his parents in childhood, he was sent to a school 
in Connecticut but soon ran away to sea. He showed 
such aptitude for the sea that at the age of twenty he 
was already a captain. In 1826 he happened to be in 
Buenos Aires at a time when hostilities were in prog- 
ress between Brazil and Argentina and was put in com- 
mand of the brig Brandzen of the Argentine navy. With 
this he boldly attacked two Brazilian vessels and cap- 
tured one of them. In 1827 he ran the Brazilian block- 
ade and sailed his ship to New York. He was given the 
Argentinian title of lieutenant colonel which was e- 
quivalent to commodore in the U. S. Navy, and in this 
country he was thereafter known as Commodore DeKay. 

Peace having been declared, he retired to this coun- 
try and settled on the west bank of the Hudson. He be- 
came associated with the shipbuilder Henry Eckford 
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(1775-1831) in the shipbuilding business and in 1831 he 
sailed a corvette built by Eckford for the Turkish En- 
pire to Constantinople, with Eckford and his brother 
James Elsworth DeKay as passengers. Eckford died in 
Turkey and his body was brought home. On 23 Sept. 1833 
George married Janet Hallet Drake, only daughter of the 
poet Joseph Rodman Drake (on whom see Dict. of American 
Biog. 5:431 f.) by his wife who was a daughter of Henry 
Eckford. In 1847 during the Irish potato famine, the 
commodore was involved in a proposal to send an Ameri- 
can naval vessel, with himself in command, to carry 
foodstuffs for the relief of Ireland. He thus sailed 
the vessel, the warship Macedonia, to Ireland, but the 
organization of this project was faulty and DeKay was 
forced to pay out of his own pocket a considerable sum. 
See Dict. of American Biography, 5:203; Nat. Encycl. 
American Biography, 9:204. 

Issue: 


i. Joseph Rodman Drake, b. 21 Oct. 1836; d. 9 June 1886; 
brevet lieut.-col. (Nat. Encycl. Am. Biog. 9:206). 
ii. George Coleman, b. 26 Aug. I8G23 d.-27 Jane 1862; a 
lieutenant. 
iii. Sidney Brooks, b. 7 Mar. 1845; d. 1890; a brevet major. 
iv. Catherine, b. 1) Aug. 183); m. 11 Oct. 1855 Arthur 
Bronson of New York. 
v. Julian, b. 12 Jan. 1641. 
vi. Helena, b. 1 Jan. 1847; m. 3 June 187), Richard Watson 
Gilder, distinguished poet and editor of The Centu 
1881. He was at Bordentown, N.J., 
eb. » ad. at New York 18 Nov. 1909, son of the 
Rev. William Henry and Jane (Nutt) Gilder (see Dict. 
of Am. Biog. 7:275-8; Encycl. Britannica, llth ed., 
12:12). Tes. Gilder was well known as a painter of 
studies in flowers and ideal heads, assisted in the 
founding of the Society of American Artists, now 
merged in the National Academy, and of the Art Stu- 
dents' League. She translated Sensier's Life of 
Millet. 
vii. Charles Augustus, b. 25 July 188, Washington, D.C.; 
d. 23 May 1935; author and critic. He m. June 1688 
Edwalyn, daughter of Edward Lees Coffey of Dublin, 
Ireland. Issue: 
1. Phyllis Dunboyne, m. Edward Basil Bury. 
2. Helena Van Brugh. 
3. Katherine Finola, m. Robert Woodhouse Barber. 
Adrian Barton Drake. 
S. Rodman Drake. 
6. Marion Eckford, m. Peyton Rous. 
7. Charles Ormonde. 
8. Sylvia Octavia. 


THE ANCESTRY OF GILBERT DE GANT 


By G. Andrews Moriarty, LL.B. F.S.A.; F.S.G. 


Most persons who have a mediaeval feudal ancestry 
descend from the Gants, Earls of Lincoln, whose Domes- 
day ancestor was Gilbert de Gant of Folkenham, a great 
tenant-in-chief. 

The older genealogists called him the son of Count 
Baudouin of Flanders (Dugdale's Baronage), but further 
research has shown that he undoubtedly was a member of 
the family of the Seigneurs d'Alost and that he was a 
younger son of Raoul de Gand, Seigneur d'Alost [cf. New 
Complete Peerage, vol. VII, p. 672, note b]. Recently 
the house of d'Alost has been the subject of a paper by 
a distinguished Belgian scholar Lef& Dhondt-Sevens in 
Appendix III of F. L. Ganshof's "Origines de la Flandre 
Imperiale" [Annales de la Société Royale de Bruxelles, 
vol. 46, 194273, pp. 163-165]. 

The family were originally the hereditary Advocates 
of St. Pierre de Gand and were made Seigneurs d'Alost 
by the Counts of Flanders. In 962 Baudouin was the 
Advocate of St. Pierre [Liber Traditionum, nos. 68, 69; 
van Lokeren, "Chartes de St. Pierre," no. 31). In 994- 
995 Raoul was Advocate [van Lokeren, op. cit., no. 7 
Both the office and the names would make it appear that 
they were father and son and that Raoul was undoubtedly 
the father of Raoul de Gand, Advocate of St. Pierre and 
Seigneur d'Alost, who occurs in 1034. According to a 
very doubtful epitaph, Raoul II married Giséle, sister 
of Ogive, wife of Count Baudouin IV of Flanders and 
daughter of Frederick, Count of Luxembourg (d. 1019) 
[de Smet, Corpus Chronicorum Flandriae, I:247]. Hence- 
forth the Advocates of St. Pierre are styled Seigneurs 
d'Alost. Raoul II occurs in Acts until 1052 [van Lok- 
eren, op. cit., no. 129]. His eldest son Baudouin was 
Seigneur d'Alost, who first occurs in 1065 [Actes de 
Philippe I, no. xxii]. His younger son Raoul was the 
Chamberlain. In an Act of 1095 he styles himself "Ra- 
dulfus Camerarius, filius Radulfi de Alost"[Prevost, 
Cartul. de Bergues St. Winnoc, 1:79]. ‘The third son 
was Gilbert [Duchesne, Maison de Guisnes, Paris, 1631, 
Preuves p. 187]. Raoul II died between 1052 and 1065 
and undoubtedly prior to 1056, as in that year the Lady 
Giséle, evidently a widow, made a gift to St. Pierre de 
Gand and names her sons, Baudouin, Raoul and Gilbert. 

When Robert the Frisian became Count of Flanders, he 
made Baudouin d'Alost also Seigneur de Waas [J. Dhondt, 
"Het land van Waas in het graefschaf Vlaanderen" in Les 
Annalen van der Geschiedkundigen Kring van het Land van 
Waas, 19]3). There can be no doubt but that Gilbert de 
Gant, the Domesday tenant of Folkenham, was identical 


Te) THE AMERICAN GENEALOGIST 


with Gilbert the younger son of Raoul II, and in this 
connection it should be noted that Gilbert's son Walter 
named a younger son Baldwin [Baudouin], who was canon 
of Bridlington in Yorkshire. 


KING STEPHEN OF BLOIS 


By G. Andrews Moriarty, A.M., LL.B., F.S.A., F.S.G. 


The American Genealogist last year [vol. 33, pp. 
87-94] contained a paper upon the descent of Queen 
Philippa from King Harold Godwineson. It may be noted 
that her husband, King Edward III, descended from an- 
other "usurper" of the English throne, Stephen of Blois, 
Count of Mortain and Boulogne, a grandson of the Con- 
queror, who, upon the death of his uncle, King Henry I, 
in 1135, usurped the English throne and ruled until his 
death in 1154. During his reign he was engaged in a 
ferocious civil war with his cousin, Maud, daughter of 
King Henry, the widow of the Emperor Henry V and wife 
of Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of Anjou. In 1153 Ste- 
phen made an agreement with Henry FitzEmpress, Maud's 
son by Count Geoffrey, whereby Stephen retained the 
crown for life and on his death Henry was to succeed, 
which he did the next year as the first of the Plantag- 
enet kings. 

Stephen was a younger son of Count Stephen of Blois, 
a leader in the First Crusade, by Adela, daughter of 
William the Conqueror. He was born about 1095 and died 
25 Oct. 1154. He was a favorite of his uncle, King 
Henry, who made him Count of Mortain and, in right of 
his wife, Mathilde, daughter and heiress of Eustace III, 
Count of Boulogne, by Mary of Scotland, sister of King 
Henry's Queen Mathilda, he was Count of Boulogne. The 
early history of the Counts of Blois and Chartres, who 
descended from Thibaut le Tricheur ("Tricky Theobald"), 
who was flourishing at the close of the ninth century, 
has been carefully considered by the French scholar, 

M. J. Dupoin, in his eared Préparatoires A l'Histgire 
des Palatines, "Thibaut le Tricheur" in Revue des Etudes 
Historiques, 1908, pp. 553-603. 

Stephen's elder brother, Thibaud IV, "the Great" 
(ca. 1190-Jan. 1151/2) was Count of Blois and Champagne 
and another brother, Henry, was the famous Bishop of 
Winchester. Stephen's sons, Eustace and William, died 
without issue. His only remaining daughter, Marie, 
after having been Abbess of Ramsey, married by Papal 
Dispensation, Matthew of Alsace, brother of Philip, 
Count of Flanders, and he thereupon became, in her 
right, Count of Boulogne. Matthew and Marie had two 
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daughters Ide and Mathilda. Ide married Reginald de 
Dammartin, who thereupon became Count of Boulogne. He 
was an ally of King John and the Emperor Otto and, cap- 
tured at Bovines, he died a prisoner and without issue 
at Paris [cf. Round's Peerage and Fedigree, pp. 171-9]. 

The other daughter Mathilda married in 1179 Henry I, 
"the Warrior," Duke of Brabant (1165-1235). Their son, 
Henry II, Duke of Brabant (1187-1248) had by his first 
wife, Maria von Hohenstaufen, daughter of Philip, King 
of the Romans, and his wife, Irene Angela, daughter of 
the Basileus Isaac Angelus, a daughter Mathilda of Bra- 
bant, who married 14 June 1237 Robert I, Count of ar- 
tois, who was slain at Mansoura on the Crusade in 1250. 
Their daughter, Blanche of Artois, married first, Henry 
I, King of Navarre, of the House of Blois-Champagne, 
and secondly, Edmund "Crouchback," Earl of Lancaster. 
By her first husband she was the mother of Jeanne of 
Navarre, who married Philip IV of France. Their daugh- 
ter Isabella married Edward II and was the mother of 
King Edward III. 


ANCESTOR TABLES 
LXV. ANCESTOR TABLE, HERBERT ALVA LAFLER 


Address Mrs. Lafler, 55 West Lane, Madison, N.J. 


l. Herbert Alwa Lafler, 1902-1957, Madison, N.J. 

2. William Arthur Lafler, 185),-1913, Gaines, N.Y. 
Ida Eliza Melane Anderson, 1859-1913. 

—III 

4. John Addison Lafler, 181-1883, Gaines, N.Y. 

5. Caroline Smith Mixer, 1818-1881. 

6. Alva Bingham Anderson, 1836-1886, Gaines, N.Y. 

7. Harriet Eliza Bidelman, 180-1931. 

—IV 

8. Peter Lafler, 1787-186), Newfane, N.Y. 

9. Fanny Hurd, 1789-1866. 

10. William Mixer, 1788-1873, Ellisburg, N.Y. 

11. Fanny Dickinson, 1792-1852. 

12, Matthew Anderson, 1796-1857, Ira, Vt. 

13. Juliana Tracy, 1799-189. 

1h. Samuel Sidelman, 1806-1878, Gaines, N.Y. 

15. Eliza Prusia, ¢.1812-189h. 

—vV 

16. Coonrod Lafler, 1759- » Gorham, N.Y. 

17. Agnes Darch, 1763- 

18.*#Jabez Hurd, » Rochester, N.Y. 

19.*Abigail Rice, - 

20. Samuel Mixer, 1758-1855, Brattleboro, Vt. 

21. Unity Grout, 1760-183. 
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22. John Coleman Dickinson, 1767-1828, Hatfield, Mass. 
23. Sophia Fitch, 1774-1819. 

24. Matthew Anderson, 1755-182), Londonderry, N.H. 
25. Nancy Taylor, 1765-180. 

26. Abel Tracy, 1772-aft.July 1858, Peru, Ohio. 
27. Melane Martin, 1771l-aft.1825. 

28. Henry Bidelman, 1778-1859, Manheim, N.Y. 
29.*%Catherine Becker, 1778-1852. 


30.*Jacob Prusia, -1859, Lancaster Co., Penn. 
31.*Elisabet Maurer, 177-1857. 

—VvVI 

32.#Peter Lafler, -1786, Somerset Co., N.J. 
33.%*Margret Coule, - 

3 to 39.% 

LO. Joseph Mixer, 1732- » Shrewsbury, Mass. 


4l. Elizabeth Whitney, 1738- 

42. Joel Grout, 1735-1797, Templeton, Mass. 
43. Sarah Hudson, 1739- 

John Dickinson, 174-1816, Hatfield, Mass. 
4S.*Lois Bigelow, 177-1812. 

U6. Ebenezer Fitch, 175-1835, Hatfield, Mass. 
47. Abigail Taylor, 175-1818. 


48. John Anderson, 1722- » Londonderry, N.H. 
49. Janet Taylor, 1731- 
50. Adam Taylor, 1737- » Londonderry, N.H. 


51.*Mary Cunningham, 

52. Joshua Tracy, 1745-1777, Norwich, Conn. 
53. Naomi Bingham, 17hh- ° 

54. Jonathan Martin, 173- » Windham, Conn. 
55. Jerusha Welch, 17),8- ‘ 

56.*Peter Schen Bidelman, - 

57 Crouse, - 


58 to 63.* 


DESCENDANTS OF ROBERT CLAFLIN 
NOTICE 


I have been commissioned to bring up to date Wight's 
1903 Genealo of the Claflin Family and will welcome 
additional data and corrections, particularly regarding 


those born with the Claflin name. 


—Winifred Lovering Holman, S.Be;, F.A.S.G. 


275 Concord Avenue, Lexington 73, Mass. 
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THE FAMILY OF DAVID+ AND REBECCA4 (GRUMMAN) COMSTOCK 
By John Insley Coddington, F.A.S.G., of Swarthmore, Penna. 


Rebecca+ Grumman, listed as No. 13 in the Grumman 
article, supra, vol. 33, pe 163, was born at Norwalk, 
Conn., 24 Sept. 1727, and died at Danbury, Conn., 3 
Jan. 1812, "aged 84." She was the sgeond daughter and 
the third of five children of Samuel? (John@, John?) 
and Rebecca (Betts) Grumman of Norwalk, and her parents 
are discussed in sketch No. 7 in the said article. She 
married, probably at Norwalk in 1746, David+ Comstock, 
whowas born at Norwalk about 1722, and died there 19 
Nov. 1783, aged 61; buried in the Old Yard, East Nor- 
walk (g.s.). He, who was an executor of the estate of - 
his father-in-law Samuel? Grumman in 17 7, was a son of 
Samuel? (Christopher“, probably William+) and Sarah 
(Hanford) Comstock of Norwalk. David Comstock sustain- 
ed a loss of £313-18-0 in damages to his property in 
Norwalk by the British during the American Revolution 
(Public Records of the State of Conn., 7:453]. 

The Barbour Index in the State Libra at Hartford 
says that David Comstock died 19 Nov. 1782, which is an 
obvious error of one year, since it not only disagrees 
with the date on the gravestone, but is shown to be im- 
possible by the date of his will. Another error which 
has crept into print regarding this family concerns the 
date of birth of David and Rebecca (Grumman) Comstock's 
eldest son William. This date appears as "12 Jan.1743" 
in the copy of the Norwalk Land Records, 19:5, at the 
State Library, Hartford. This date has been copied in 
several accounts of the family, including Holman, Ste- 
vens-Miller Ancestry, p. 482. If correct, it would 
mean that Rebecca Grumman married David Comstock in 
1742, when she was aged 15 or even less, and it would 
mean that William was their first child, followed by a 
gap of four years before the next child, Hannah, was 
born. However, if one examines the original book of 
Norwalk Land Records, 19:5, one discovers that Hannah 
(b. 30 Sept. 1747) was the first child, followed by 
William (b. 12 Jan. 1748, meaning 1748/9). So in real- 
ity the marriage of Rebecca Grumman took place in or 
about 1746, when she was about 19, which is more normal. 

An abstract of the will of David Comstock follows: 
"In the name of God Amen. I David Comstock of Norwalk 
--ebeing Sick of Body but of a Sound and Disposing mind 
and Memory (Praised be God) Do make and Ordain this my 
last Will and Testament...& as Touching Such Worldly 
Estate as it hath pleased God to Bless me with in this 
life (after the payment of my Just Debts and funeral 
Expences) I give and Dispose thereof in the following 
manner Vizt - Imprimis I give and Bequeath to Rebeckah 
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my well beloved wife One third part of my personal or 
Moveable Estate to be her Own forever, also the Use and 
Improvement of the One third part of my Housing and 
lands During her Natural life. Item I give and Bequeath 
to my son David the Sum of One Hundred &« fifty pounds 
lawful money toward Building a Dwelling House. The re- 
mainder of my Estate both real & personal I give & Be- 
queath to my Eight Children Vizt Andrew, David, Daniel, 
Seth, Rebeckah, Sarah, Hannah, and Lydia, to be Divided 
between them in Such proportion as that my Said four 
sons Shall have Each of them two Shares to Each of my 
Daughters who Shall have Single or Half Shares that is 
half So much as One of my Sons have in the said remain- 
der of my Estate, having regard for any Advancement 
which has been made to my Daughter Sarah as may Appear 
by my Book. Finally I do Nominate and Appoint my Son 
David and my Brother in law Samuel Gruman Executors of 
this my last Will and Testament...In Witness whereof I 
have hereunto Set my hand and Seal this Twelveth Day of 
August Anno Dom: 1783." [Signed] David Comstock. Wit- 
nesses: Tho® Gruman, Charles Pope, Jona: Knight. The 
will was proved 30 Jan. 1784 by the executors, and the 
inventory amounted to £1559.03.09. The estate was dis- 
tributed on 16 Sept. 1790 to the widow, to the heirs of 
Andrew Comstock, deceased, to David, Daniel, Seth, and 
Rebecca Comstock, Sarah Comstock alias Lyman, and Han- 
nah and Lydia Comstock. [File #1695, Fairfield Dis- 
trict, State Library, Hartford. ] 

Rebecca (Grumman) Comstock and her maiden daughter 
Rebecca moved from Norwalk to Danbury in 1807, and were 
admitted members of the First Congregational Church in 
Danbury 2 Aug. 1807. They made their home in Danbury 
with Mrs. Comstock's son Daniel Comstock, M.D., and 
there the old lady died, 3 Jan. 1812, and was buried in 
Wooster Street Cemetery, Danbury. 

Accounts of the family of David4+ and Rebecca (Grum- 
man) Comstock appear in Gen. Cyrus Ballou Comstock, A 
Comstock Genealogy, New York, 1907, p. 31; John Adams 
Comstock, A History and Genealogy of the Comstock Fam- 
ily in America, Los Angeles, 1949, pp. 20, 45; and in 
Mary Lovering Holman and Winifred Lovering Holman, An- 
cestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his wife 
Frances Helen Miller, compiled for Helen Pendleton 
(Winston) Pillsbury, Concord, N.H., 1948, pp. 482-3. 

It is felt, however, that the account given here, both 
of the parents and the children, is considerably more 
complete than any that have.previously been published. 

Children (surname Comstock), born at Norwalk, Conn.: 


i. Hannah, b. 30 Sept. 17473; d. at Norwalk 16 Sept. 1759. 
ii. William, b. 12 Jan. 1748/9; d. unmarried at Norwalk 12 
June 1776. 
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iii. Rebecca, b. 29 Sept. 1750; admitted to the church at 
Danbury with her mother, 2 Aug. 1807; dismissed from 
Danbury church to that at Middletown, Conn., (where 
she lived with her sister Sarah), 5 Apr. 1817; re- 
turned to Danbury and d. there, unmarried, 3 Apr. 
1829, aged 78-6-5 (g.s. in Wooster Street Cemetery). 
1 iv. Andrew, b. 8 Mar. 1751/2; d. 7 Mar. 1789. 
v. a ae 28 Nov. 1753; d. unmarried at Norwalk in Sept. 
1776. 
2 vi. Sarah, b. 1 July 1755; d. 28 Feb. 1833. 
vii. Lydia, b. 10 Feb. 1757; d. at Norwalk 1 Apr. 1757. 
viii. Lydia, b. 5 Apr. 1758; d. at Norwalk 13 Sept. 1759. 
ix. David, b. 29 Feb. 1760; d. 13 Apr. 1760. 
x. David, b. 30 Jan. 1761; d. 23 Apr. 18hh. 
xi. Hannah, b. 30 May 1763; d. (not found). 
Lydia, b. 21 June 1765; d. 18h-. 
xiii. Daniel, b. May 1767; d. 27 Aug. 188. 
xiv. Samuel, b. 27 Nov. 1769; d. at Norwalk 6 Aug. 1775. 
xv. Seth, b. 21 Jan. 17723; d. 1 Aug. 1853. 


1. Andrew? Comstock (David+), born at Norwalk, 8 
Mar. 1751/2, moved to Danbury and d. there 7 Mar. 1789, 
aged 37 years (g.s. in First Congregational Churchyard, 
Bethel). He evidently lived in that part of Danbury 
later set off as the Town of Bethel. He lost £5-4-8 in 
goods in Danbury when the British burned that town in 
Apr. 1777 [Public Records of the State of Conn., 7:60], 
but he apparently did not serve in a military capacity 
during the American Revolution. He m. at Danbury, 27 
May 1773, Mercy!’ Starr, b. at Danbury 26 Sept. 1750, d. 
there 7 May Thi, Waged 90," bur. in First Congrega- 
tional Churchyard, Bethel (g.s.). She was a daughter 
of Capt. Joseph Josiah5, Capt. Josiah+, Dr. 
Thomas>, Dr. Comfortc, Thomas) and Mary (Benedict) 
Starr of Danbury. Mistakes have been made about the 
date of birth of Mercy Starr. She was really b. 26 
Sept. 1750 as stated above, and as appears in the Dan- 
bury Vital Records, 1:467, compiled after the burning 
of the original records in 1777; these have been check- 
ed by Mr. Donald Lines Jacobus. This date also appears 
(correctly) in the Barbour Index at the State Library, 
Hartford. But Burgis Pratt Starr, in A History of the 
Starr Family, 1879, p. 412, says (wrongly) that Mercy 
was b. 16 Sept. 1750, and the two above-cited Comstock 
genealogies say (also wrongly) that she was b. 16 Feb. 
1750. 

Mercy (Starr) Comstock remarried (at an unknown date, 
but after Apr. 1795), as his second wife, Capt. Daniel4 
Hickok, of the Bethel district of Danbury, Revolution- 
ary War veteran, who was b. at Bethel in Danbury in 
1747, and d. at Bethel 24 Dec. 1835, aged 88 years, and 
was buried in the First Cong. Churchyard at Bethel (g.s.). 
He was a son of Capt. Ebenezer3 (Sgt. Samuel©, William!) 
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and Esther (Curtiss) Hickok of Danbury and Bethel, and 
he had married first, on 23 Nov. 1769, Lucy Starr, b. 
1749, d. in Apr. 1795, aged 46, daughter of Capt. Thom- 
as and Mary (Sherman) Starr of Danbury. Daniel Hickok 
was commissioned Ensign and then Captain in the Conn. 
Militia under Col. Samuel Whiting in 1776, and was pen- 
sioned in 1831 for services in the Revolutionary War. 
He had six children by his first wife, Lucy, none by 
Mercy [Charles Nelson Hickok, The Hickok Genealogy, 
1938, pp. 33-4]. 

The administration bond of Andrew Comstock, deceased 
intestate, of Danbury, was dated 27 Mar. 1789. Eliakim 
Starr and Mercy Comstock, both of Danbury, were appoint 
ed administrators, with Joseph Starr bondsman. Inven- 
tory was dated 29 May 1789 and amounted to £448-12-5; 
after debts were paid, the net estate was only £243-17- 
8. The estate was distributed on 29 May 1791 to Mercy 
Comstock the widow, eldest son Billy, eldest daughter 
Polly, and daughters Rebecca and Mercy Laurana [File 
#1257, Danbury District, State Library, Hartford]. 

Children, born in Bethel district, Danbury: 


i. Mary (Polly)®, b. 18 June 177; d. at Bethel in Danbury 
= duly 1775, bur. in First Cong. Churchyard, Bethel 
g-s.). 
a ii. William (Billy), b. 17 July 1776; d. at Redding, Conn., 
1 May 1823. 
iii. a Polly), b. 19 June 1778; d. at Danbury 1) Apr. 
3 m. at Danbury, 12 July 1797, as second wife, 
Sarme17 Dibble, b. at Danbury 6 Noy. 1769, d. phere 
17 Oct. 1860, son of el (John>, Wakefield4, Eb- 
enezer>, Thomas“©, Robert+) and Sarah (Trowbridge) 
Dibble of Danbury. Samuel? Dibble m. (1) at Danbury 
20 Sept. 1791, Rue Maria? Benedict, b. 45 Apr. 1768, 
d. 11 pert. 1796, dau. of Jachin4' (John’, James“, 
Thomas+) and Sarah (Starr) Benedict of Danbury, and 
by this first marriage he had a daughter, Sarah® Dib- 
ble, b. at Danbury 8 Apr. 1793, d. there, unmarried, 
2h Apr. 1815. Sammel/ and Mary or Polly (Comstock) 
Dibble had seven children: (1) Polly Marietta, b. 7 
May 1798, m. Frederick Seeley; (2) Andrew Comstock, 
b.5 Mar. 1800, m. Henrietta Mary Wagner; (3) Horace 
Benedict, b. 25 Oct. 1803, d. 13 May 1819; (kh) Rue 
Maria, b. 16 June 1806, d. 1 Aug. 1807; (5) Philander 
Virgil, b. 30 Nov. 1808, m. Frances Ann Evans; (6) 
Samuel Lorenzo, b. 27 July 1812, m. Sarah Smith; (7) 
Cornelius Augustus, b. 11 Sept. 1815, m. Jane Delevan 
(Van Buren Lamb, Dibble Family, 1950, pp. 32, 58). 
iv. Rebecca, b. 2 Sept. I78L; d. 17 Feb. 1836; m. at New 
Canaan, Conn., 29 Nov. 1792, her stepbrother, Silas 
Hickok, b. at Bethel in Danbury 26 Nov. 1777, d. 10 
Apr. 1855, known (for what reason is not apparent) as 
"Colonel Hickok." He was a son of her stepfather, 
Capt. Daniel4 Hickok, by his first marriage to Lucy 
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Starr (see above, and Hickok Genealogy, pp. 34, 67). 
For the benefit of television fans among our readers, 
Silas? Hickok was a third cousin three times removed 
of the redoubtable James Butler Hickok (1837-1876), 
known as "Wild Bill Hickok," for whom see the Hickok 
Genealogy, pp. 212-3. Silas and Rebecca (Comstock? 

cko an only child, Silas H.° Hickok, b. 1807, 
d. unmarried at Bethel 12 July 1846. He was gradu- 
ated at Union College in 1826 and practiced law at 
Bethel. 

v. Mercy Laurana, b. 25 Aug. 1787; d. at Bethel 25 Jan. 
1875, aged 87. She m. at Danbury, 22 Oct. 1806, Oli- 
ver Shepard, b. at Newtown, Conn., 9 July 1783, d. at 
Bethel 22 Feb. 1861; both bur. in Center Cemetery, 
Bethel. He was a hatter and farmer; selectman and 
Justice of the Peace in Danbury; representative in 
the Conn, Legislature in 1826; State Senator from the 
llth District in 183; son of Stephen and Anna 
(Foote) Shepard of Newtown. Oliver and Mercy Laurana 
(Comstock) Shepard had nine children, all b. at 
Bethel, surname Shepard: (1) Charlotte, b. 27 Aug. 
1807, m. Daniel Barnum; (2) William Coley, b. 2h Nov. 
1809, m. Emily Trowbridge; (3) Augustus Comstock, b. 
2 Apr. 1812, m. Mary Lucetta Trowbridge; (l) Fred- 
erick, b. 8 May 1815, m. Eliza Hannah Smith; (5) 
Charles Henry, b. 5 Oct. 1817, m. Fanny Gregory; (6) 
Andrew Comstock, b. 6 Mar. 1820, m. lst, Martha Ram- 
say, 2nd, Harriet Clarissa Wildman; (7) George Irwin, 
b. 22 Sept. 1822, m. lst, Susanna Loper, 2nd, Clara 
Trowbridge Parsons; (8) Julia Ann, b. May 1825, m. 
Philo Camp Merwin; (9) Mary Adeline, b. 20 Jan. 1829, 
d. unmarried. 


2. Sarah> Comstock (Davia+), born at Norwalk, Conm, 
1 July 1755, died at Middletown, Conn., 28 Feb, 1833; 
married at Middletown, 20 May Lifts Col. Davido Lyman, 
born at Middletown, 6 Jan. 1745/6, died there 28 Feb. 
1815; both buried in North Cemetery in what is now Mid- 
et Conn. Col. Lyman was a son of John (Eben- 
ezer+, Thomas3, Richard“, Richard!) and Hope (Hawley) 
Lyman of Middletown. David Lyman served as Lieutenant, 
lst Regiment, Conn. Militia Light Horse, from May 1776 
[Conn. Men in the Revolution, 1889, p. 442]. He was 
commissioned Colonel after the War. Col. David and Sa- 
rah (Comstock) Lyman had ten children; one of their 
great-great-granddaughters is Mrs. Charles Stinson 
Pillsbury (Helen Pendleton Winston), of Wayzata, Minn., 
for whom Mary Lovering Holman and Winifred Lovering 
Holman wrote the Stevens-Miller Ancestry (q.v., 1:389). 


3. David? Comstock (David+), born at Norwalk, Com., 
30 Jan. 1761, died at Clinton, Town of Kirkland, Oneida 
Co., N.¥., 23 Apr.,1844; married, probably at Norwalk, 
about 1784, Hannah© Marvin, born at Norwalk 7 Oct. 1764, 
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died at Clinton, Oneida Co., N.Y., 19 May 1844, less 
than a month after her husband; both are buried in Old 
Clinton Cemetery, ered St., Clinton. She was a daugh- 
ter of Capt. Ozias>? (Capt. Matthew+, Lt. Samuel3, Mat- 
thew“, Matthew!) and Sarah (Lockwood) Marvin of Norwalk 
[George F. and William T. R. Marvin, Descendants of 
Reinold and Matthew Marvin, 1904, p. 343]. 

David Comstock served for five years in the Revolu- 
tionary War, from 1777 when he was 16, until 1782. He 
enlisted in 1777 at Norwalk and served 9 months as Pri- 
vate in Capt. Uriah Raymond's Co. of Rangers, raised 
for the protection of south-west Connecticut. This 
company was attached to Col. St. John's Regiment. In 
the spring of 1778, he reenlisted for 9 months in Capt. 
Nathaniel Raymond's Co. of Rangers, Col. St. John's 
Regiment, and in 1779 he enlisted for 3 years in Capt. 
Ozias Marvin's Co. of Militia, Col. St. John's Regiment. 
He was present at the burning of Norwalk by the British 
in 1779. Capt. Ozias Marvin (who was David's future 
father-in-law) had his company transferred to Coast 
Guard duty, and David served in this capacity from 4 
March to 1 Aug. 1782. 

The will of David's father, dated 12 Aug. 1783, con- 
tained a bequest to David of £150 toward the building 
of a dwelling house, and David was named co-executor of 
the will. David and his wife lived in Norwalk until 
1792, when they moved to Oneida Co., N.Y., and settled 
at Clinton. David was made a trustee of the First Con- 
gregational Church at Clinton, 24 June 1793. He is 
said to have built the first frame house at Clinton, 
and in 1815 he gave the land for the building of the 
Clinton Grammar School [Daniel E. Wager, History of 
Oneida Co., N.Y¥., 1896, pt. 1, p. 272]. David received 
a pension as a Revolutionary veteran, dating from 12 
Aug. 1832 [Revolutionary Pension File $-12669}. His 
will, dated 18 June 1841, was proved in Oneida County 
29 July 1844 [Oneida Co. Wills, 7:379]. He and his 
wife Hannah (Marvin) Comstock had seven children [C. B. 
Comstock, Comstock Genealogy, 1907, p. 62]. 


Hannah? Comstock (David), born at Norwalk, 
Conn., 30 May 1/753, date of death not yet found. She 
married, 11 July 1791, James Fluskey, then of New Leb- 
anon, Columbia Co., N.Y. They were living at New Leb- 
anon in April 1792; and in the Census of 1800 were in 
the Town of Deerfield, Oneida Co., N.Y., witha house- 
hold of 1 male and 2 females under 10, 1 male andl fe- 
male 26-45. They were in the Town of Paris, Oneida 
Co., in May 1808, after which trace of them is lost. 
James Fluskey may have beenrelated to John Fluskey (b. 
9 Dec. 1773, dad. 31 Dec. 1814), a Scotsman who settled 
in Herkimer Co., N.Y., and m. there, 30 May 1801, 
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Charity Staring [William L. Stone, The Starin Family, 
1892, pp. 56-7). 


5. Lydia> Comstock (David+) was born at Norwalk, 
Conn., 21 June 1/705, died probably at Raisinville, Mon- 
roe Co., Mich., between 1840 and 1848; married, proba- 
bly in New York State, at an unknown date, but after l2 
Dec. 1794, "Colonel" Asher Saxton, who was born at 
Sheffield, Berkshire Co., Mass., in 1762, died at Rai- 
sinville, Mich., 7 Mar. 1848. He was doubtless the 
Asher> Saxton born 3 Apr. 1762, son of Jaspe (James3, 
James©, Georgel) and Martha (Keyser) Saxton [The Nebras- 
ka and Midwest Genealogical Record, 10:30-1}. Most or 
the information about him comes from his pension rec- 
ord. He states that "while residing at Sheffield with 
his father" he enlisted at Egremont, Mass., in Feb. 
1777, and served 3 months in Capt. Willcox's Co., Maj. 
Rossiter's Mass. Battalion, and marched to Ticonderoga, 
and was there discharged in Apr. 1777. He reenlisted 
in June 1777, and served over 2 months as Private under 
Lt. Moses Hubbard, Col. Ashley's Mass. Regiment, in the 
campaign against Gen. Burgoyne. He reenlisted in Aug. 
1777 and served 1 month in Capt. Goodrich's Co., Col. 
Tracy's Mass. Regiment. He reenlisted 15 July 1779 and 
served 9 months as Private, Capt. Marshall's Co., Col. 
Marshall's (10th) Mass. Regiment, marched to West Point 
and was discharged 15 Apr. 1780. He then reenlisted 
and served as Private in Capt. Hart's Co., Col. Swift's 
Regiment, Conn. Continental Line; then in Capt. Eells' 
Co., Col. Wyllys' 3rd Conn. Regiment, Continental Line. 
He was attached to a corps of Infantry commanded by the 
Marquis de La Fayette, and was discharged on the east 
side of the Hudson, opposite West Point, in Dec. 1780. 

About two years after the close of the war, Asher 
Saxton moved from Sheffield, Mass., to Ballston, then 
in Albany, later in Saratoga Co., N.Y. Six years later 
(ca. 1790) he moved to Cooperstown, Otsego Co., N.Y.; 
and one year later moved to Bloomfield, Ontario Co., N. 
Y., where he resided 21 years (ca. 1791-1812), then 
moved to LeRoy, Genesee Co., N.Y., where he lived over 
6 years (ca. 1812-1818), then moved to Cambria, Niagara 
Co., N.Y¥., where he lived 6 years (1818-1824). On 11 
Jan. 1818, Asher Saxton of LeRoy, N.Y., bought from Jo- 
seph M. Murphy, for 42200, 340 acres in the Town of 
Cambria [Niagara Co. Deeds, A:122]. As a resident of 
Cambria, he applied for a pension on 27 Apr. 1818, and 
was allowed $8 a month beginning 19 Feb. 1819. In 1824 
Asher Saxton and Lydia his wife bought land in the vil- 
lage of Lockport, Niagara Co., N.Y., from Jared Com- 
stock [ibid., 1:596, 612}. They lived in Lockport from 
1824 to 1535, when they moved to Raisinville, Mich., to 
live with one of their daughters and her husband. 
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Asher Saxton conveyed his house and lands in Lockport 
to A. B. Saxton in 1836 [ibid., 17:118]. Im 1832 Ash- 
er's pension was set at $64 per annum, and his brother 
John Saxton, a resident of Sheffield, Mass., aged 72, 
testified to Asher's Revolutionary service. In the Cen- 
sus of 1820, Asher was at Cambria with a family of 1 
male 10-16, 1 male 16-26, 1 male over 45, 1 female 10- 
16, 1 female over 4S. Next door was Henry Saxton, with 
a family of 1 male 26-45, 1 female 16-26 [N.Y. Census 
of 1820, vol. 20, p. 169A, National Archives]. In the 
Census of 1840, Asher Saxton, aged 78, pensioner, resi- 
dent in the family of Salmon Owen, which household in- 
cluded 1 male and 1 female aged 70-80, was listed in 
Raisinville, Monroe Co., Mich [Mich. Census of 180, 
vol. 3, folio 345, National Archives]. The final pen- 
sion payment was made on 4 Mar. 1848, three days before 
Asher Saxton's death, and he signed the receipt with 
his own hand, though tremblingly. There is a brief 
death notice in the Detroit Free Press, 13 Mar. 1848. 
Asher and Lydia (Comstock) Saxton had a number of 
children, but the contributor has been unable to get a 
list of them. Descendants who have applied for infor- 
mation regarding his pension record include Mrs. Ste- 
phen Yates Howell (Jean H. Howell), who lived at 164 
Franklin St., Buffalo, N.Y., on 18 Nov. 1906, and Miss 
Pauline Reynolds, whose address was 212 Security Mutual 
Bldg., Lincoln, Neb., on 24 May 1932. [Pension File of 


Daniel> Comstock (David+), born at Norwalk, Conn., 

4 May 1767, died at Danbury, Conn., 27 Aug. 1848, bur- 
ied in Wooster St. Cemetery, Danbury (g.s.). He was 
trained as a physician by an older doctor and took the 
title of M.D., though this was not a university degree. 
He practiced many years at Miller's Place, Millersville, 
L.I., and moved to Danbury in 1806, where he lived and 
practiced the rest of his life. He and his wife were 
admitted to the First Congregational Church, Danbury, 
in 1807. His mother and sister Rebecca moved from Nor- 
walk to Danbury in 1807 to live with him. 

He m. at New Haven, Conn., 2 June 1789, Mary or Pol- 
ly? Dana, b. at Stow, Mass., in 1767, d. at New Haven 
20 Dec. 1848, aged 81, buried with her husband. She 
was a daughter of George4+ (Caleb-, Daniel¢, Richardt) 
and Margaret (Clark) Dana of Stow and Ashburnham, Mass. 
Daniel Comstock's will was dated 20 May 1847. He and 
his wife had seven children. [See James Montgomery 
Bailey, History of Danbury, Conn., 1896, pp. 143, 284, 
371, 508; C. B. Comstock, Comstock Genealogy, 1907, p. 
62; Clarence Winthrop Bowen, History of Woodstock, 
Conn., 4:232.] 


Asher Saxton, S-29439, National Archives; and Mass. Sol- 
diers and Sailors in the Revolutionary War, 13:889. ] 
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7. Seth> Comstock (David+), born at Norwalk, Conn., 
21 Jan. 1772, died at Danbury, Conn., 1 Aug. 1853, bur- 
ied in Wooster St. Cemetery, Danbury, aged 91 (g.s.). 
He m. (1) at Danbury, 15 Sept. 1793, Betse Gregory, 
b. at Danbury 30 June 1772, d. there 22 Sept. rBt7 
buried jn Wooster St. Cemetery (g.s.), only child o 
Matthew? (Nathaniel>, Joseph4, Judah3, John@, Henry!) 
Gregory of Danbury [Grant Gregory, Grego Genealogy, 
p. 94). He m. (2) at Danbury, 23 Oct. 2, Rebecca 
(————) Taylor, b. 4 July 1781, d. at Danbury 9 Oct. 
1831. He m. (3) at Danbury, 26 Sept. 1836, Lucy ( 
Benedict, b. in 1778, d. at Danbury 28 Dec. 1 » bur- 
ied in Wooster St. Cemetery. 

Seth Comstock was listed in the Census of 1800 liv- 
ing at Danbury with 1 male 10-16, 1 male 26-45, 1 fe- 
male under 10, 1 female 10-16, 1 female 26-45. He and 
his brother Daniel owned a paper-mill in Danbury, which 
Seth managed. He lived at the corner of Main and Lib- 
erty Streets. In the War of 1812, he organized a Com- 
pany of Volunteers, of which he was appointed Captain, 
13 Sept. 1813, and later Major. By his first wife he 
had six children; there was no issue of the second or 


) 


William PF. Comstock was appointed administrator of 
the estate of Seth Comstock of Danbury, deceased, in- 
testate, and the inventory of his estate, amounting to 
6385.39, was taken 4 Mar. 1854 [File #1277, Danbury 
District, State Library, Hartford]. 


8. William® (or Billy) Comstock (Andrew, David4), 
born at Bethel (in Danbury), Conn., 17 July 1776, died 
at Redding, Conn., 1 May 1823; marrieg at Danbury, 26 
Mar. 1797, his second cousin, Rebecca’ Starr, b. at 
Danbury 31 Jan, 1777, d. at Redding 19 Nov. 2838, dau gh- 
ter of Eliakim! Josiah, Capt. Josiah», Capt. 
Josiah+, Dr. Thomas4, Dr. Comfort®, Thomas!) and Abi- 
gail (Benedict) Starr of Danbury. "Billy" Comstock was 
the first postmaster of Redding, Conn., to which post 
he was appointed about 1809, and the post-office was in 
his home. He erected a fulling-mill in Redding, then 
transformed it into the first hat factory in that town; 
both his home and the factory were in the Boston dis- 
trict of Redding (Charles Burr Todd, History of Red- 
ding, Conn., 1906, pp. 27, 126]. ‘The administration 
bond of the estate of Billy Comstock of Redding, de- 
ceased intestate, was dated 12 June 1823; administra- 
tors were Eliakim Starr of Danbury (his father-in-law) 
and Henry H. Cooley of Redding (his son-in-law). In- 
ventory was taken le Aug. 1823 and amounted to ¥5569.11, 
divided into 42162.89 personalty and 3396.22 realty. 


third marriages. [C. B. Comstock, Comstock Genealopy, 
1907, pe 62; Conn. Men in the War of 1812, p. 38.] 
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An additional inventory of $212.95 was made 6 Mar.182h, 
and distribution was made, 14 Oct. 1824, to Rebecca 
Comstock the widow, and to children Cornelia, Andrew, 
Sally Maria, Wm. Starr, Betsey, and Lucy Lavinia [File 
1259, Danbury District, State Library]. Brief sketches 
of "Billy" Comstock appear in C. B. Comstock, Comstock 
Genealogy, 1907, p. 62, and J. A. Comstock, Comstock 
Family, 1949, p. 95; his wife is in B. P. Starr, Starr 


Family, pe 394. 
Children, born at Redding, Conn.: 


i. Cornelia’, b. 6 Feb. 1800, date of death not found; m. 
before May 1823, Henry H. Cooley (sometimes Coley), 
then of Redding, and had issue Sarah A. Cooley and 
Mary M. Cooley (the Comstock genealogies, loc. cit.; 
these Cooleys do not appear in either Mortimer Elwyn 
Cooley, The Cooley Genealogy, 191, or Arthur Stod- 
— The bescen nts of Dr. Asahel Cooley, 
1952). 

ii. Andrew, b. 23 Jan. 1803, hat manufacturer, first at 
Redding, then at New York, N.Y.; d. at the Hotel 
Oesterreichischer Hof, Innsbruck, Austria, 9 Oct. 
1866; bur. at New Milford, Conn, He m. at New Mil- 
ford, 20 Aug. 1827, Julia Maria® Booth, b. at New 
Milford probably 29 Aug. 1802, d. at 266 Fourth Av- 
enue, New York, N.Y., Jan. 1865, bur. _at New Mil- 
ford, dau. of Gerardus> (Reuben, David3, Joseph’ 
Richard+) and Sarah (Clark) Booth of New Milford and 
later of New York. This couple were the contribu- 
tor's great-grandparents. For a detailed study of 
this entire family, see Donald Lines Jacobus, The 
Genealogy of the Booth Family, 1952, pp. 9-102._ 

iii. Sarah Warts, 6. 25 Kpr. 1806, d. at Danbury 29 Oct. 
1885, bur. there; m. there, 2 June 1829, Ezra P. 
Bennett, M.D., b. at Weston, Conn., 31 Aug. 1806, d. 
at Danbury 27 Oct. 1882, son of Ezra and Esther (God- 
frey) Bennett. They had three children: (1) Sarah L. 
Bennett, who m. Rev. John Hanford’ Lockwood, b. at 
Troy, N.Y., 17 Jan. 1849, son of Charles Nichols? 
(Hanford Nichols®, Isaac), Isaach, Joseph>, Ephraim?, 
Robert!) and Mary Elizabeth (Fry) Lockwood (Lockwood 
Family, p. 505). John H. Lockwood was ordained min- 
Ister of the Reformed Church at Canastota, N.Y., 5 
Nov. 1871, became Congregational 1873, Pastor of the 
New England Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1873-79, of the 
First Church, Westfield, Mass., 1879-1906, Pastor 
Emeritus, 1906-28, d. at Springfield, Mass., 20 Oct. 
1928, without issue; (2) Andrew Comstock Bennett 
(twin), b. at Danbury 7 Mar. 1536, d. at sea in May 
1850; (3) William Comstock Bennett (twin), b. at Dan- 
bury 7 Mar. 1836, B.A., Yale, 1858, M.D., Coll. of 
Physicians & Surgeons, 1860, d. unmarried at Danbury 
12 July 1886. The Bennett family is extinct. 

iv. William Starr. b. 12 Dec. 1810, d. unm. in New York; 
hat manufacturer in partnership with brother Andrew. 
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v. Elizabeth, called Betsey, b. 29 June 1813, date of 
death not found; m. at Redding, 20 Aug. 1835, Alonzo 
Byington, dates not found, son of Collins Byington 
(b. kh June 1794) and grandson of John Byington, of 
uncertain ancestry. They had two children: (1) 
George Collins Byington, b. at Georgetown, Conn., 
1836, m. Sarah Morris, and had no issue; (2) Julia 
Rebecca Byington, b. at Georgetown, Conn., 7 Oct. 
1839, d. at Wilton, Conn., m. at Georgetown, 23 Oct. 
1855, Luzon Jelliff, b. 1k Sept. 1633, son of Luzon 
and Deborah (Banks) Jelliff. No issue. The Byington 
line (Harriman) Boynton, The ton Fam 9 » 

Pp. D. H. Van Hoosear, The Filiow Family, 1888, 
p. 51. 
vi. Lucy Lavinia, b. 8 Dec. 1820; d. unmarried. 


GRUMMAN ADDENDA 


We are grateful to correspondents for the following 
addenda to the article on "The Grumman Family," which 
appeared in The American Genealogist, supra, 32:160- 
179; 33:14-25, 156-167. 

Vol. 33, p- 16, lines 29-36: Miss Vera C. Halstead 
of the New Canaan Historical Society, New Canaan, Conn., 
points out that the late Lester Card (who made tran- 
scripts of all the epitaphs in Norwalk graveyards in 
1933) noted the following inscriptions in Pine Island 
Cemetery on Crescent Street, Norwalk: "Sarah wife of 
Matthew Keeler died 3 Feb. 1764 in the 4Sth year of her 
age," and beside this there is a flaked-off stone, the 
footstone of which is marked "M.K." We have here the 
graves of Sarah+ Grumman (pb. at Norwalk 28 Oct. 1722) 
and of her husband Matthe Keeler (b. there 14 Mar. 
1716/17, living on 31 Aug. 1769). It will be noted 
that Sarah+ (Grumman) Keeler was not in her 45th, but 
in her y2nd, year at the time of her death. Whether 
the mistake was made by the stonecutter or by Mr. Card 
in his copy, we cannot say. Miss Halstead further 
states that beside the graves of Matthe and Sarah 
(Grumman) Keeler are those of Matthew Keeler's parents, 
"Capt. Samuel Keeler, died 8 Aug. 1763, aged 80," and 
"Sarah wife of Capt. Sanuel Keeler, died 12 Jan. 1777, 
aged 90." 

Vol. 33, pe 164: Mr. Van Buren Lamb of New York, N. 
Y., has kindly pointed out that the will of Jeremiah 
Grumman of Wilton was dated 23 Mar. 1814 and proved at 
Norwalk 18 Dec. 1815. In this will, the testator named 
his [second] wife Hannah, son Uri Smith Grumman, daugh- 
ter Lucy Whitney, and grandchildren Lewis Fitch Grumman 
(son of deceased son Lewis) and Jehiel Grumman (son of 
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deceased daughter Lucretia Grumman) [Norwalk Probate 
Records, vol. 3, pp. 45, 80). 

Vol. 33, p- 166, lines 5-7: Mr. Van Buren Lamb in- 
forms us that "Susanna wife of Allen Betts was appoint- 
ed guardian of 'Fitch Lewis' Grumman, aged 5, on 5 Nov. 
1805" [Norwalk Probate Records]. 

Vol. 33, pe 166, line 22: Mr. Van Buren Lamb points 
out that Lucretia’ Grumman (b. 22 Aug. 1782) had a son 
Jehiel/ Grumman, who was b. in Dec. 1799 and was named 
in the will of his grandfather Jeremiah> Grumman in 
1814. On 22 Jan. 1816, Eliphalet Taylor was appointed 
guardian of Jehiel Grumman, aged 16 [Norwalk Probate 
Records]. Jehiel/? Grumman lived in Wilton and d. there 
28 Feb. 1875, aged 75-2-2, according to his gravestone 
in St. Matthew's Cemetery, Wilton. He m. Lydia Beers, 
b. at Westport, Conn., in 1795, daughter of Samuel and 
Anna (Raymond) Beers. Lydia d. at Wilton 3 Feb. 1879, 
aged 83 yrs. 5 mos., and was buried with her husband. 
Two of the children of Jehiel and Lydia (Beers) Grumman 
are buried with them in St. Matthew's Cemetery: Julia 
Ann, d. 7 Aug. 1844, aged 18 yrs. 24 days, and Charles, 
d. 1 Jan. 1844, aged 10-6-9. Distribution of the es- 
tate of Jehiel Grumman of Wilton, deceased, was made on 
3 Aug. 1879 (after Lydia's death) to: son George; 
heirs of son Edwin deceased; son Jehiel Jr.; heirs of 
deceased daughter Lucretia wife of William Reed Curtis, 
Jr.; son Sylvester; son Abijah Betts Grumman deceased 
[Norwalk Probate Records]. Sylvester’ Grumman, son of 
Jehiel, was b. at Wilton 20 Jan. 1823 and d. at Norwalk 
20 Dec. 1892, having married at Norwalk, 16 Nov. 1845, 
Betty Ann Moore, who was b. at Danbury in Aug. 1822. 
They had issue. 

—John Insley Coddington, F.A.S.G., Swarthmore, Penna. 


NEW HAVEN COUNTY COURT RECORDS 
MARRIAGE AND BIRTH EVIDENCES 


By Donald Lines Jacobus, M.A., F.A.S.G. 


The early court records in New England provide gene- 
alogical data of many kinds, and probably they are the 
most neglected source of such data. Amateurs rarely 
seek them out, and since they are often unindexed (that 
is not invariably true), professional genealogists fre- 
quently are not paid sufficient to make a page by page 
search on what is usually a "fishing expedition" since 
it means spending a great deal of time on the bare pos- 
sibility of striking information of value to the client. 

So far as Connecticut records are concerned, I can 
think of few that would be of greater value to put into 
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print, even in abstract form, than the early County 
Court Records of Hartford, New Haven and New London 
Counties. Those of Fairfield County prior to 1700 are 
missing, but they are complete from that date. The 
other counties in the state were erected at later dates 
but are valuable for the periods they cover. 

The County Courts were set up after the union of New 
Haven with Connecticut Colony in 1664, and for many 
years these Courts sat part of the time as a Court of 
Common Pleas, and part of the time as a Probate Court, 
so that the early record volumes contain much probate 
action, such as proving of wills, granting of adminis- 
tration, appointments of guardians, and orders of dis- 
tribution. Separate books were used for the recording 
of wills and inventories, but we lose much information 
if we rely on the probate record volumes alone for this 
period. In 1698 the General Assembly took further ac- 
tion with regard to the probate courts, and soon after 
the counties began recording all probate matters in 
books separate from county court matters. 

Both during and after the time when probate records 
are found in the county court volumes, one finds much 
other matter of genealogical importance. People were 
tried for petty offenses and sometimes relationships 
were mentioned. There were suits brought to recover 
debt. Sometimes one of the parties to the action had 
removed and his new residence is stated. Very occa- 
sionally a suit involved the ownership of land, and we 
get an important list of claimants who were heirs and 
descended from the original owner unless it is stated 
that some of the claimants obtained their interest by 
purchase. 

The records here abstracted are those in Volume III 
of New Haven County Court Records relating to cases of 
fornication, a large majority of them "fornication be- 
fore marriage." It may well be asked, what is the pur- 
pose of making records of this kind public? They are 
of value in establishing the fact and approximate date 
of marriage in a period when many marriages were not 
recorded in the town vital statistics. They are also 
of value in accounting for some of the "strays" who ap- 
pear in every family and who are a puzzle to the gene- 
alogist unless they can be identified as children who 
were born out of wedlock. Since the records in this 
volume deal with the period from 1713 to 1739, well 
over two centuries ago, it is felt that no descendant 
several generations later should resent the publication 
of what were considered minor misdemeanors at the time, 
especially when no connection of a living descendant 
with those named in the following list is shown. We 
have precedents in the publication of the early coloni- 
al records of Connecticut and New Haven, in which such 
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indiscretions, as well as much worse ones, appear, and 
in the eight published volumes of the Quarterly Court 
Records of Essex County, Mass., and in many other such 
early record sources which are to be found in print. We 
believe that the genealogical importance of making these 
records available far outweighs anything that can be 
said against such publication. 

However, a few general comments are in order. Re- 
lations between the sexes before marriage, or without 
marriage, were forbidden by both civil and church law. 
So far as the church was concerned, it was only neces- 
sary for the offender to confess and express repentance 
to be received back into communion. As for the civil 
law, the fines levied against offenders were a source 
of income to the county, much as today are the fines 
levied against offending autoists who overpark or who 
park in forbidden areas, and probably the offenders who 
had children born too soon after marriage did not take 
it much more to heart than the autoist who now suffers 
the expense and inconvenience of a fine. 

It has to be remembered that the colonials in the 
following list of offenders were living in a state of 
"village morality." I have not compiled statistics, 
but would not feel surprised if one out of every five 
or six young merried couples at this period had had re- 
lations before marriage. The list includes some who 
came from the "best families" as well as those who be- 
longed to the poorer classes. One of those fined in 
1725 was politely called "Mr." in the record, because 
he was a recent graduate of Yale College and was even 
then studying divinity; he had married the girl, he 
paid his fine, he continued his studies, entered the 
ministry, and became one of the most prominent Episco- 
pal clergymen of his generation in Connecticut. This 
one example shows how lightly this sort of misdemeanor 
was regarded by the populace in general. 

It is a peculiar fact that any couple who had a 
child born earlier than usual after marriage was re- 
garded as presumptively guilty. Some pleas of not 
guilty were entered, and sometimes that was the verdict 
of the Court after hearing the evidence of the midwife 
and others that the child was born prematurely. In the 
case of a child born out of wedlock, it is of course 
difficult to prove paternity if the man denies it. In 
such cases a verdict of not guilty was sometimes ren- 
dered, which relieved the young man of the fine, but he 
was nevertheless held to be the "reputed father" on the 
basis of the girl's sworn testimony, and I suppose this 
meant he had to contribute to the support of the child 
up to the age of four. 

Both the record volumes and the files are at the 
State Library, Hartford, and the files, which have not 
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been consulted, would in some cases supply additional 
information. However, I believe the files are not e6n- 
tirely complete for this period. 

Attention should be called to two articles [supra, 
28:26-30; 29:38-41]) contributed by my friend 
Stevenson of Sacramento, California, giving examples of 
data found in printed Connecticut Court Reports. Mr. 
Stevenson sent a third selection of such cases in 1953 
which I must apologize for failing to publish. At the 
time we were well supplied with articles, and few of 
the cases adduced gave much actual genealogical data. 
However, one of the cases is so unusual that it well 
deserves a wider audience, and I give it here, with 
full credit to Mr. Stevenson for supplying it: 

"Sila Spalding v. Fitch, 1 Root 319, Windham County, 
September Term, 1791. Sila Spalding claimed that John 
Adams was the father of her unborn child. Adams offer- 
ed £36 lawful money if released from any further obli- 
gation to support the child. Sila accepted the offer, 
and on March 10, 1791, Adams paid her the money and 
Sila accepted the £36 in full satisfaction of all claims 
for the support of the child, discharging Adams, (and 
any other person whom she might claim was the father) 
from any future obligation of support and maintenance 
‘of a child of which I am now pregnant.' All went well 
until childbirth, when much to everybody's surprise, 
Sila delivered a pair of twins. Upon the happening of 
this unforeseen event, Sila felt that she had been 
duped and brought an action for maintenance against the 
defendant Fitch, whom she must have had reasons to be- 
lieve was the father of the extra child! 

"The court ruled against her. The court said she 
had no reason to complain, as in such settlements, the 
parties always run a risk; as had the children been 
still-born, the money could not have been recovered by 
Adams; and as the terms of the written discharge were 
comprehensive enough to take in every body she should 
accuse, and especially the father, and she having charg- 
ed the defendant Fitch with being the father, he has 
the right to take benefit of it, and she cannot say the 
discharge did not extend to him." 

Mr. Stevenson, being a lawyer, warns readers not to 
depend on this legal precedent. 

The items from New Haven County Court records are: 


April 1713. 

Mary Dowd of Guilford accused Daniell Kelly of Newport 
of being father of her child born last December. 

October 1713. 

Henry Neales and Abigail Hodges now man and wife. Dan- 
iell Collins and Charles Hodges both of East Haven 
were sureties. 
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16 Nov. 1713. 

Hannah wife of Ebenezer Johnson of Derby, fornication. 

Sarah Cornwall of Guilford accused John Hill Sr. of 
Guilford, husband of Hannah; her child is ill. 

November 1714. 

Caleb Lewis of Wallingford and wife Sarah. 

John Bowers of Derby and wife Charity. 

Rebeckah Tharp of New Haven accused Thomas Warner of 
Farmington; had relations in barn of Nathaniell Wads- 
worth of Farmington in y® time of y® first snow 1713. 

Daniel Potter of New Haven and wife Mary; acknowledged 
guilt 27 July last. 

January 1714/15. 

John Andross of Wallingford and wife Hannah. 

Mary Smith of New Haven and John Guy of Branford; car- 
ried to Superior Court as the charge was adultery. 

April 1716. 

Benjamin Wooden and Mary Dorman; he not guilty but re- 
puted father of the child. 

Nathaniell Collens and Sarah Tuttle of New Haven, wid- 
ow; acknowledged fault 22 Aug. 1716; case in Court 
November 1716. 

January 1716/17. 

John Dunbar and wife Elisabeth. 

Josiah Tuttle and Elizabeth Tharp; case not settled un- 
til Nov. 1717, when he was found reputed father. 

April 1717. 

John Ball and wife Mary. 

James Sperry and wife Martha. 

November 1717 

John Bingley and wife Hannah. 

Samuel Meaker of Durham and wife Mary. 

Elisabeth Hubbert [Hubbard]; Thomas Islop of Guilford 
reputed father of her child. 

April 1718. 

Daniell Terrell Jr. of Branford and wife Zerviah [ap- 
parently should be of Milford]. 

Thomas Dawson and wife Hannah. 

James Baldwin, bad conduct with Mary wife of Thomas 
Wheeler of Durham. 

November 1718. 

James Baldwin of Milford and wife Miriam. 

Ebenezer Fisk of Milford and wife Mehitabell. 

January 1718/19. 

Hannah Terrill of Milford; Joseph Prichard of Milford 
father of her child born last May. 

November 1719. 

Rebeckah Baldwin of Milford; John Harpin of Milford 
reputed father of her child. 

Patience Hilton of Guilford, fornication. 

John Hotchkiss of Wallingford and wife Miriam. 

John Harpin of Milford and wife Mary. 
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S april 1720. 

Elisabeth Wooden of New Haven; "acknowledged herself to 
be the mother of A Child which was a Bastard for 
ought she knew shee being a single woman, but pleaded 
not Guilty as to fornication." 

Timothy Baldwin of Milford and wife Zerviah. 

Susanna Linsley of Branford had child; accused Ebenezer 
Derwin [Darwin] of Guilford. 

Samll Clark of Milford and wife Sarah. 

November 1720. 

Caleb Baldwin of Milford and Lydia Hine of Milford; 
parents of a child. 

Josiah Bowin of Guilford and wife Mercy. 

Aron Perkins and wife Silence [of New Haven]. 

Lydia Sanford of New Haven and Reuben Batchellor; child. 

Jerusha Andrews of New Haven and William Magatee late 
resident in New Haven; a child. 

April 1721. 

Nathll Joslin and wife Abigail. 

John Leek and wife Hannah. 

Benjamin Lines and wife Dorcas; not guilty. 

Josiah Tuttle of New Haven and wife Deborah. 

November 1721. 

Jonah Butler of Branford and wife Mary. 

John Hubbert [Hubbard] of Guilford and wife Patience. 

Mary Dowd of Guilford had child; accused George Hart, 
"a stranger some times since dec'd." 

Samuel Baldwin of Milford, father of Rebecka Baldwin 
who had child, received money of John Harpin. 

April 1722. 

Nathaniell Hubbell and wife Esther. 

Daniell Winstone and Abigail Hotchkiss now his wife. 

Timothy Miles and wife Mable; Samuell Cooper surety. 

15 November 1722. 

Eliphalet Luddington of New Haven and wife Abigail. 

Mary Bradley of New Haven, fornication. 

Sarah Doolitle of Wallingford charged Henry Williams of 
Haddam; child; John Doolitle is her surety. 

Abigaill Terrill of Milford, fornication. 

David Northrop and Abigail his wife [of Milford]. 

Widdow Hannah Gilbert of New Haven, fornication. 

January 1722/3. 

Enos Smith of New Haven and wife Anne. 

Joseph Trowbridge and Alice Rothbottom, both of New Ha- 
ven; she not yet delivered of child; Stephen Trow- 
bridge surety for him, John Sampson of New Haven sur- 
ety for her. [April 1723: He not guilty but reputed 
father. ] 

April 1723. 

Judeth Sutleif of Durham, fornication. 

Joseph Hulls of New Haven and wife Lydia. 

George Turrell of Milford and wife Abigail. 
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Sarah Hine of Milford; Joseph Netleton of Milford re- 
puted father; John Netleton of Milford his surety. 

November 1723. 

Abel Holbrook Jun™ of Derby and wife Tabitha. 

Hannah Chedsey of New Haven, fornication. 

John Palmer JunY reputed father of child of Anne Bar- 
ker, both of Branford. 

Samll Johnson SenY of New Haven, fornication. Appeared 
not. [April 1724, his bond forfeited. ] 

April 1724. 

Sarah Potter, fornication. 

Daniel Francis of Weathersfield and Elisabeth Wheeler 
now his wife. 

Daniel Francis of Weathersfield late of Durham, accused 
of paternity of child of Eunice Sutleif of Durham. 

November 1724. 

Phebe Pierson of Derby, fornication. 

January 1725. 

Aaron Tuttle of New Haven and wife Mary. 

Nathaniel Kimberly and wife Hannah. 

Elisabeth Burwell of New Haven accused Samuel Brown 
Jun? of paternity of child; her brother Stephen Bur- 
well mentioned. 

November 1725. 

Ephraim Washbone of Derby and wife Merriam. 

Ebenezer Hand of Guilford and wife Susanna. 

Benjamin Lewis of Wallingford and wife Esther. 

John Dible of Wallingford and wife Lydia. 

Joseph Russell of East Haven. The woman deceased, so 
case is discharged. 

Samuel Gunn Jun? of Milford and wife Sarah. 

January 1726. 

John Elcock of New Haven and wife Sarah. 

Isaac Hotchkiss of New Haven and wife Rachell. 

April 1726. 

Mary Collens of Guilford, fornication. Mr John Collens 
of Guilford claimed she was unable to appear. She 
acknowledged herself Materially Guilty, but pleaded 
Discomposure. Discharged from penalty of the law. 

Moses Hawkins of Derby and wife Anne. 

Zebulon Carrington of New Haven and wife Sarah. 

Samuel Wooster of Derby and wife Hannah. 

Stephen Johnson of New Haven and wife Mercy. 

November 1726. 

William Willmott and wife Lydia. 

Isaac Everts of Guilford and wife Submit. 

Joseph Clinton and wife Esther. 

Hannah Baldwin of Durham; William Chittenden Jun” of 
Guilford reputed father of her child. 

November 1726. 

Joseph Hotchkiss Jun? of Guilford and wife Thanxfull. 

Elisha Andrews of Wallingford and wife Mahitable. 
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Sarah Griswold of Guilford, fornication. Her father 
said she could not appear. 

Jeremiah Jellit [Gillet] of Milford and wife "Francis." 

Joseph Wooden and wife Sarah. 

January 1727. 

Eben? Clark of New Haven and wife Anna; Not Guilty. 

James Collings, A Transient Person late Resideing in 
New Haven; and Abigail Butler alias Collings; John 
Butler of New Haven surety. 

April 1727. 

Joseph Matthews of Wallingford and wife Hannah. 

Elihu Yale of Wallingford and wife Mary. 

Samuel Treat of Milford and wife Hannah. 

Josiah Northrop of Milford and wife Mary. 

Barnabas Baldwin of New Haven and wife Mahitabell. 

November 1727. 

Daniel Luddington of New Haven and wife Hannah. 

Joshua Shayler of Haddam and wife Jane. 

Joshua Sperry of New Haven and wife Amie. 

ThoS: Hodges of New Haven and wife Anne. 

Deborah Kerbee, fornication; Not Guilty; "by violent 
means and A Great fright she was Jmposed upon." 

George Clark of Milford and wife Abigail. 

Moses Clark of New Haven and wife Dinah. 

Moses Tuttle of New Haven; Ezekiel Tuttle his surety. 
Accused of endeavoring to force Lydia Clinton of said 
New Haven on the 8th Day of August Last. [The will of 
his father the same year calls him “under discompos- 
ure of mind." 

April 1728. 

Anthony Wisebury of Derby and wife. [In April 1730 
called "Late of Derby now of Stratford." ] 

Nathanael Bostwick of New Milford and wife Esther. 

Samuel Botchford [Botsford] of Derby and wife Hannah; 
Not Guilty. 

Nathanael Johnson of Guilford and wife Margery. 

Nathanael Robinson of Guilford and wife Elisabeth. 

Thomas Brooks of Wallingford and wife Desire. 

Susanna Tuttle of New Haven and Elisha Parker of Wall- 
ingford. [In Nov. 1728 she is called "now his wife."] 

Samuel Bristoll of Milford and wife Esther. 

November 1728. 

Eleazer Hawkins of Derby and wife Damaris. 

David Johnson of Durham and wife Ruth. 

Elisabeth Panther [Painter] of New Haven, lately deliv- 
ered of a child; "Intirely imposed upon and no ways 
Consenting to the vile act of said Clinton"; charged 
George Clinton of New Haven, whose sureties were 
Shubael and Joseph Clinton of New Haven and Thomas 
Clinton of Wallingford. 

Jerusha Willard of Guilford; Abraham Stone of Guilford 
reputed father of child. 
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Mr. Richenson (|Richardson]}] Minor, resident in New Haven 
and wife Elisabeth. 

Curtice Fairchild of Durham and wife Mercy. 

Josiah Rogers Jun” of Branford and wife Martha. 

January 1729. 

Dann Carrington of New Haven and wife Hannah. 

April 1729. 

Samuel Toles of New Haven and wife Bathsheba. 

Benj" Ruggles of New Haven and wife Elisabeth. Mr. Jo- 
seph Pardee, father to sd Elis® (states) Ruggles on a 
voyage to sea. [He appeared April 1730.] 

November 1729. 

Elisabeth Pierson of Derby, fornication. 

Samuel Sacket of New Haven and wife Elisabeth. 

Samuel Morriss of Milford and wife Margrett. 

Nathaniel Barnes of New Haven and wife Mary. 

James Hotchkiss of Wallingford and wife Tamar. 

John How of Wallingford and wife Abigaill. 

January 1730. 

Benj® Twiss of Wallingford and wife Ruth. 

Mary Whitehead Jun’ of New Haven; declared Stephen 
Whitehead of New Haven dec'd father of child born in 
August Last. (She was Stephen's widow. ] 

Jacob Hotchkiss of New Haven and wife ° 

April 1730. 

Benj® Strong of Derby and wife Rachell. 

Abigail Luddington of New Haven; accused Richard Burt, 
a Stranger who Last Year abode in New Haven. 

Tilly Blakesly of New Haven and wife Mary. 

John Everton of New Haven and wife Mary. 

Richard Spellman of Durham and wife Margery. 

Ezekiell Tuttle of New Haven and wife Susannah. 

John Mansfield of New Haven and wife Sarah. 

Jonathan Wright of Durham and wife Phebe. 

Gershom Bunnell of Milford and wife ° 

Abraham Bradley of Guilford and wife Relyance. 

November 1730. 

Benj® Warner Jun™ of New Haven and wife Rachell. 

Ezra Baldwin of Durham and wife Ruth. 

Jonathan Brown of New Haven and wife Dorothy; he is ill. 

January 1731. 

Daniel Toles of New Haven and wife Thankfull. 

Allen Wilkenson now resident in Milford and wife Mary. 

Lewis Mallet of Milford and wife Eunice. 

April 1731. 

Daniel Squire of Durham and wife Patience. 

November 1731. 

James Heaton of New Haven and wife Hannah. 

John Brown of Branford and wife Elisabeth. 

John Durand of Derby and wife Sarah. 

Andrew Smith and Mercy Painter; Tho*® Painter surety. 

David Sanford of Milford and wife Rachell. 
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Joseph Russell of East Haven and wife Elisabeth. 

November 1/731. 

Caleb Camp of Milford and wife Mary. 

James Landell of Guilford and wife Sarah. 

Edward Frisbee of Branford and wife Hulda. 

John Murry of Guilford and wife Sarah. 

David Byington of Branford and wife Mercy. 

January 1732. 

Susanna Hill of New Haven, fornication. 

April 1732. 

Saml1 Hinman of Durham and wife Abigail. 

John Camp 34 of Durham and wife Damaris. 

Isaac Wheeden of Branford and wife Prudence. 

Deodate Davenport of New Haven and wife Lydia; Not 
Guilty. 

Samuel Cooper Jun® of New Haven and wife Elisabeth. 

Israell Smith of New Haven and wife Hannah; Not Guilty. 

William Chatterton of New Haven and wife Elis®. 

ThoS, Hotchkiss of New Haven and wife Lydia. 

November 1732. 

Richard Baldwin Jun? of Milford and [wife] Hannah. 

Thomas Clark of Milford and wife Mary. 

John Earle of Guilford and wife Mehitabel. 

Hannah Carter of Killingworth, now residing in Guil- 
ford, fornication. 

Daniel Stone of Guilford and wife Leah. 

January 1733. 

Thomas Gilbert of New Haven and wife Ruth. 

Hackaliah Thomas of New Haven and wife Elisabeth. 

John Howell of New Haven ana wife Abigail. 

Elisabeth How of Wallingford; Moses Atwater of Walling- 
ford reputed father of her child; but on review he 
was found Not Guilty. 

Jedadiah Andrews of New Haven and wife Hannah. 

April 1733. 

Moses Parsons Ju™ of Durham and wife Abigail. 

Samuel Hobson JunY of Branford and wife Mercy. 

Sarah Darrow of Branford Jun®, fornication. 

Edward Barker of Branford and wife Hannah. 

Noadiah Carrinton of New Haven and wife Hannah. 

November 1733. 

Joseph Mansfield Jun? of New Haven and wife Phebe. 

Peter Hall of Wallingford and wife Rebeckah. 

John Hitchcock Jun™ of New Haven and wife Esther. 

Thomas Grannis of New Haven and wife Mehitabel. 

Dow Smith of Branford and wife Kezia. 

January 1734. 

Moses Luddington and wife Sarah. 

Samuel Merriman of New Haven and wife Sarah. 

January 1734. 

Samuel Lines of New Haven and wife Dorcas. 

John Thomas Jun’ of New Haven and wife Rebeckah. 
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Daniel Trowbridge of New Haven and wife Mahitabell. 

Nathan Andrews of Wallingford and wife ° 

Thomas Stevens Jun’ of New Haven and wife Desire. 

April 1734. 

Lydia Wooden of New Haven, fornication. 

Mahitabell Alling of New Haven and Eben’ Toles her hus- 
band. 

November 1734. 

Moses Mansfield Jun? of New Haven and wife Mary. 

Susanna Cornwell of New Haven, fornication. 

Edward Baldwin of Milford and wife Elis®. 

ee, Baldwin of Milford and wife Abigail. 

Nathll Byington and wife Joanna. 

John Twitchell Jun? of Derby and wife Anne. 

Richard Handy of Guilford and wife Anna. 

Joiarib Field of Guilford and wife Abigail. 

Samil Tyler of Wallingford and wife Jerusha. 

Deborah Clark, fornication. 

April 1735. 

Jabez Wetmore now Resident in Durham and wife Abigail; 
in November 1737 he is called of Midletown. 

Richd Bristoll of Milford and wife Mary. 

Ezekiel Welton of Milford and wife Anne. 

James Boyles of Branford and wife Deborah. 

Joseph Beech of Durham and wife Experience. 

November 1735. 

John Wright of Durham and wife Lucy. 

Jeremiah Macomber of New Haven and wife Sarah. 

Nicholas Manvill of New Haven and wife Mary. 

Valentine Wilmott of New Haven and wife Rachell. 

Benjamin Sceily [Seelye] of New Milford and wife Debo- 
rah. 

Daniel Byinton of Branford and wife Sarah. 

Josiah Tibballs Jun’ of Milford and wife Mary. 

April 1736. 

Ebenezer Gilbert of New Haven and wife Rebeckah. 

Thankfull Barnes of Branford, fornication. 

Ebenezer Parker and wife Lydia. 

November 1736. 

Joel Campfield [Canfield] of Wallingford and wife Es- 
ther; Not Guilty. 

John Hulls of Wallingford and wife Mary. 

April 1737. 

Jeremiah Griswold and Bathshua How, both of Guilford; 
she was his wife when Samuel Griswold went surety. 

John Benham Jun’ of New Haven and wife Dorothy. 

Isaac Ingraham of Branford and wife Hannah. 

Eliakim Welton of Waterbury and wife Eunice. 

Daniel Ford of New Haven and wife Mary. 

Sarah Chatterton of New Haven, fornication. 

[There are nine more cases in this volume, 
running to January 1739. ] 
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